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United  States  Proofs  as 
Investment  Vehicles 

By  STANLEY  M.  BIERMAN,  M.D. 


For  the  sophisticated  collector,  there 
is  little  need  to  underline  or  acknow- 
ledge the  beauty,  freshness,  sharpness 
of  color  and  imprint  of  United  States 
proofs.  What  is,  however,  less  well 
known  to  the  occasional  collector  of  proofs 
is  the  dramatic  price  appreciation  of 
proofs  that  has  occurred  during  the  past 
decade  and  their  relative  price  vis  a vis 
their  stamp  counterparts.  This  disparity 
of  comparable  Scott  issue  stamps  and 
proofs  is  enormous,  and  considering  the 
relative  scarcity  of  proofs,  the  differences 
are  all  the  more  disproportionate.  The 
present  ownership  of  United  States  proofs 
can  perhaps  be  likened  to  the  initial  pos- 
session of  stock  in  IBM,  Xerox  or 
Polaroid  before  the  general  public  was 
aware  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  these 
Issues. 

The  yearly  determination  of  Scott  or 
Brookman  catalogue  prices  of  regular 
stamp  issues  represents  a composite  of 
prices  realized  at  auctions,  dealer  stock- 
on-hand,  inflation,  scarcity  of  issue  and 
public  following  (this  observation  acknow- 
ledges the  price  differentials  relative  to 
quality  of  the  stamp).  In  like  manner 
the  price  of  United  States  proofs  in  Scott’s 
Specialized  Catalogue  is  determined,  albeit 
the  volume  and  turnover  of  proofs  is  signi- 
ficantly less  than  that  of  regular  stamps. 

In  a casual  survey  over  the  past  two 
years  of  prices  realized  at  auction  from 
various  auction  houses,  good  to  excellent 
quality  U.S.  proofs  have  been  sold  at  25 
to  75  per  cent  above  their  Scott  catalogue 
value.  In  a more  scientific  survey  of  the 
25  and  lO-year  price  appreciation  of 
selected  Scott  issues  (see  Table  I),  it 
becomes  readily  apparent  that  the  pur- 
chase of  fine  quality  rare  stamps  has  been 
a singularly  prudent  investment  vehicle 
when  contrasted  to  the  New  York  stock 
market.  It  is  remarkable  to  note  that 
the  cumulative  value  of  Scott  issues  in  the 


1966  Brookman  from  through  ^330 
(excluding  Scott  rarities)  was  $14,361. 
These  same  stamps  in  1976  were  cata- 
logued at  over  $68,000.  This  is  a 10- 
year  increase  of  472  per  cent  or  a com- 
pound yearly  appreciation  of  almost  17 
per  cent.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  the 
same  lo-year  period,  the  purchasing  price 
of  the  1967  dollar  had  gone  to  less  than 
60  cents. 

Today  the  average  collector  of  early 
United  States  stamps  may  be  sorely 
pressed  financially  in  his  quest  of  pur- 
chasing early  19th  century  items.  To 
acquire  Scott  ^2  (loc  Washington  issue) 
would  have  cost  $3,500  in  the  1976 
market;  to  accumulate  a complete  set  of 
1869  pictorials  at  $4,175  or  1893  Colum- 
bians at  $3,929  is  beyond  the  means  of  all 
except  the  wealthy  philatelist.  Yet  the 
same  issues  of  United  States  proofs  were 
catalogued  in  1976  for  $200  for  Scott  2P3, 
Scott  112/129B4  at  $295  and  Scott  230- 
45P4  of  the  Columbian  issue  at  $860.  It 
is  readily  apparent  that  proofs  are  under- 
valued and  the  philatelist  of  limited 
means  can  acquire  these  issues  at  “base- 
ment prices”  prior  to  the  rush  when  the 
disparity  in  prices  is  better  realized  and 
publicized.  In  contrasting  the  relative 
prices  of  proofs  in  Table  II  to  their 
stamp  counterparts  in  Table  I,  the 
enormity  of  this  disparity  is  startling. 
This  disparity  in  value  of  regular  stamps 
vis  a vis  proofs  is  of  greater  magnitude 
when  one  contrasts  the  number  of  issues 
of  the  stamps  and  proofs  and  their  cata- 
logue prices  on  comparable  grounds. 

Let  us  assume  that  there  has  been  equal 
attrition  through  loss,  neglect,  destruction 
and  use  of  both  stamps  and  proofs. 
Employing  comparable  projections,  there 
were  4,779  issues  of  Scott  ^3  5c  Repro- 
ductions which  catalogued  in  1976  at  $325, 
representing  a total  value  (admittedly 
artificial)  of  $1, 553,175-  l^or  the  3,883 
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issues  of  Scott  ^^4  loc  Reproductions  at 
$450,  the  pool  is  $1,747,350  or  a total  of 
$3>330»525  for  the  two  stamps.  There 
were  five  printings  of  500  each  of  card- 
board proofs  of  these  same  issues  (3P4 
and  4P4),  each  proof  of  which  catalogued 
at  $70  in  1976,  representing  a cumulative 
pool  of  $350,000.  Thus  while  both  stamps 
and  proofs  of  the  1875  Reproductions  are 
equally  scarce,  the  regular  stamps  realize 
9.43  times  the  proof  counterpart. 

When  these  same  measures  are 
employed,  the  Scott  stamp  issue  of  40 
through  47  represents  a potential  of 
$4,465,255  while  the  comparable  40-47P4 
cardboard  proofs  are  valued  at  $481,250. 
None  but  the  most  wealthy  of  philatelists 
can  possess  Scott  119b  15c  pictorial  invert 
at  $50,000,  the  1 20b  24c  invert  at  $32,500 
or  the  I2ib  30c  invert  at  $40,000.  Yet 
these  same  inverted  issues  can  be  acquired 
in  cardboard  proof  from  a limited 
printing  of  100  at  a price  of  $1,000  to 
$1,200  per  proof.  It  is  readily  apparent 
that  the  present  catalogue  of  these  1869 
pictorial  inverts  does  not  properly  reflect 
on  their  scarcity  or  worth.  In  most 
instances  popularity  and  familiarity  rather 
than  rarity  determines  catalogue  price. 
The  present  Scott  price  of  C3a  of  the  24c 
invert  is  $45,000,  and  a potential  of  100 
examples  of  this  famous  philatelic  error 
exists.  While  equally  rare  and  beautiful, 
the  individual  1869  inverts  on  cardboard 
catalogue  at  $1,150  each. 

The  inferences  and  conclusions  to  be 
derived  from  these  tables  of  comparable 
values  of  stamps  versus  proofs  is  the  fact 
that  the  prices  of  regular  stamps  have 
increased  to  the  point  where  the  average 
to  above-average  philatelist  can  never  hope 
to  acquire  early  United  States  stamp  is- 


sues. It  is  axiomatic  that  United  States 
proofs  must  inevitably  acquire  a greater 
following  and  experience  a greater  price 
appreciation  above  the  present  escalation. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  stamp  and  proof 
values  were  relatively  flat  from  1951  to 
i960  and  since  then  show  almost  logarith- 
mic increases.  The  present  undervaluation 
of  United  States  proofs  reflects  unfamili- 
arity, absence  of  significant  following,  and 
lack  of  knowledge  as  to  this  specialized 
field  of  philately. 

The  impressive  increase  in  the  price  of 
high  quality  rare  United  States  stamps 
and  proofs  is  bound  to  continue  consider- 
ing the  rapidly  Increasing  demand  for  an 
absolutely  fixed  supply  of  existing  19th 
century  issues.  Unlike  the  stock  or  bond 
markets,  the  value  of  rare  stamps  is  not 
tied  to  the  state  of  the  economy,  has 
thrived  in  the  recent  recession,  and  has 
easily  outrun  inflation.  With  the  continued 
price  appreciation  of  regular  stamps,  the 
average  philatelist  must  inevitably  turn 
to  undervalued  proofs  which  sell  at  value 
approximately  ten  per  cent  their  stamp 
counterpart. 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  the  next  10 
years  will  see  the  same  dramatic  price 
appreciation  realized  in  the  last  decade. 
However,  when  contrasted  to  the  vari- 
ability in  stocks,  bonds,  gold,  commodities 
and  real  estate,  stamp  values  have  been 
quite  stable.  Even  with  the  existing 
disparity  of  stamps  and  proofs,  the  last 
decade  has  seen  a 16  to  20  per  cent  com- 
pound rate  interest  in  price  appreciation 
of  United  States  proofs.  Taking  all  vari- 
ables into  consideration,  acquisition  of 
high  quality  United  States  proofs  seems  a 
prudent  investment  with  little  downside 
risk. 


DANISH  DESIGN 

The  ornate  frames  of  Denmark’s  1975  three-stamp  set  honoring  Hans  Christian 
.Anderson  are  reminiscent  of  the  Danish  and  Danish  West  Indies  issues  of  the  1870-1900 
regular  series  numeral  designs  famed  for  the  Inverted  frame  varieties.  These  latter- 
day  adaptations  by  Czeslaw  Slanla  also  feature  bold  banknote-style  colorless  lettering  in 
an  oval  surrounding  the  central  vignettes. 


PRICE  APPRECIATION  OF  SELECT  UNITED  STATES  STAMPS  OVER  TWENTY-FIVE  TEARS 
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“Essays”  Which  Are  Not  What 

They  Seem 

By  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

From  time  to  time  various  dealers,  usually  auctioneers,  put  up  for  sale  so-called 
“essays”  which  are  more  or  less  enlarged  drawings  of  accepted  designs  or  variations 
thereon,  both  U.  S.  and  foreign.  Bob  Markovits  submitted  those  illustrated  here, 
which  allegedly  came  from  a turn-of-the-century  collection.  A photo  of  a similar  item 
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was  found  in  the  files  of  the  late  Walter  Mclntire.  Bob  feels  that  these  are  merely 
made-to-order  “collectibles”,  to  put  it  nicely,  or  frauds  when  they  are  misleadingly 
described.  When  queried  about  this  type  of  U.  S.  item,  George  Brett  stated  that  they 
had  no  official  connection  with  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  procedures  and  record 
keeping. 

Therefore,  they  are  shown  here,  not  to  give  them  a cachet  of  authenticity,  but  to  alert 
potential  buyers.  Approach  them  with  care.  If  official  origin  can  be  proven,  we  will 
be  happy  to  report  that,  too. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTES  ON  C.  A.  HUSTON 

In  all  cases  seen  thus  far,  the  designer  is  stated  to  be  C.  Aubrey  Huston.  Inquiries 
about  this  artist  have  been  received  from  members  puzzled  by  the  “essays”  under  discus- 
sion. A brief  biography  of  the  man  has  been  found  in  the  April  1938  issue  of  The  Bureau 
Specialist,  p.  45;  it  was  written  by  H.  M.  Southgate. 

According  to  Southgate,  Clair  Aubrey  Huston  joined  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing  on  November  19,  1902.  The  first  stamp  he  designed  was  the  shield  type  2c  of 
the  regular  series  issued  in  1903.  From  that  day  until  the  time  of  the  Oglethorpe  stamp, 
Huston’s  designs  predominated;  he  was  responsible  for  the  design  of  more  than  40  postage 
stamps. 

Before  joining  the  Bureau,  he  was  connected  with  the  Philadelphia  firm  of  Bailey, 
Banks  & Biddle  and  was  also  a member  of  the  firm  of  Huston,  Ashmead  & Company, 
lithographers  in  the  same  city. 

When  Huston  came  to  the  Bureau,  the  designing  was  in  charge  of  R.  Ostrander 
Smith,  who  had  followed  Thomas  Morris.  At  that  time  the  engraving  of  G.F.C. 
Smillie  dominated  U.  S.  security  paper  and  his  influence  played  a large  role  in  the  develop- 
ment of  Huston’s  work. 

Huston  was  eligible  for  retirement  on  December  i,  1927  but  three  two-year  exten- 
sions were  granted  to  him.  He  finally  retired  on  June  30,  1933,  and  died  March  3,  1938. 

According  to  Southgate,  “Mr.  Huston  was  always  interested  in  the  collector’s  point 
of  view-,  although  often  he  could  not  understand  it.” 


Literatiure  in  Review 

UNITED  STATES  POSTAGE  STAMPS  1902-1935,  by  Max  G.  Johl.  1976  reprint 
edition  by  Quarterman  Publications,  5 S.  Union  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01843.  556  pp., 

illus.  $35.00. 

“Johl”  is  to  20th  century  U.  S.  stamps  as  “Brazer”  is  to  essays.  Max  G.  Johl’s 
systematic  discourses  on  Issues  up  to  the  World  War  II  period  are  basic  to  specialization. 
For  many  years,  his  The  United  States  Postage  Stamps  of  the  Twentieth  Century  has 
been  out  of  print  and  available  only  at  auctions  and  collection  dispersals.  Now  Quarter- 
man  Publications  has  added  Johl’s  work  to  its  list  of  quality  reprints  with  a massive, 
556-page  edition  containing  all  the  chapters  from  Volume  I Revised  and  Volume  III 
that  deal  with  regular,  parcel  post  and  air  mail  issues  from  1902  to  1935. 

The  format  of  the  reprint  is  slightly  smaller  than  that  of  the  originals  but  is  still 
entirely  adequate.  There  are  seven  principal  sections  dealing  with  the  1902  issue,  the 
Washington-Franklin  issue  1908-21,  the  1922-35  issue,  the  parcel  post  stamps,  air  mail 
stamps,  manufacture  of  stamps,  and  plate  layouts.  In  addition,  there  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  indexes  in  all  of  philatelic  literature,  divided  into  sections  by  subject,  stamp,  en- 
gravers and  designers,  and  Scott  numbers  plus  a cross-reference  table  for  those  numbers 
w'hlch  have  been  changed  since  the  original  was  published.  Also,  there  is  a 14-page 
essay  on  “Specializing  in  Twentieth  Century  United  States  Stamps”  written  by  Johl  for 
the  “Orange  Book”  of  The  Stamp  Specialist  series. 

It  is  extremely  convenient  to  have  all  the  Johl  data  so  neatly  grouped  along  with 
the  profuse  quantities  of  illustrations,  drawings,  and  photographs  of  the  original.  The 
essay-proof  collector  will  especially  enjoy  the  reproductions  of  various  essays.  Of  course. 


(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Figure  1. 

The  “Old  Abe”  Vignette 
What  Was  Its  Use? 

By  CLENN  E.  jACKSON 

Philatelists  and  syngraphists  have  puzzled  over  the  use  to  which  the  majestic  vignet- 
tes shown  here  in  die  proof  form  were  put.  The  famous  Civil  War  bald  eagle  “Old 
Abe”  certainly  would  make  an  appropriate  part  of  atiy  piece  of  currency  or  a postage  or 
revenue  stamp.  The  question  asked  here  of  our  readers  is  this;  Has  Old  Abe  ever 
graced  any  government  security  or  private  fiscal  paper? 

Figure  i shows  the  American  Hank  Note  Co.  engraving,  with  the  bird  facing  to  the 
right  as  he  rests  on  a tree  stump.  Figure  2 also  shows  him  in  a similar  position  but 
perched  on  a group  of  four  flag  standards.  This  engraving  is  attributed  to  Marcus  M . 
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Figure  2. 


Baldwin  at  the  time  he  worked  for  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  Figure  j is  a wash 
drawing  by  Baldwin  for  the  finished  engraving  in  which  the  bird  is  facing  left. 

A Living  National  Symbol 

OLD  ABE,  the  mascot  of  the  8th  Regiment,  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the 
Civil  War,  was  a popular  attraction  at  the  1876  Centennial  Exhibition  in  Phila- 
delphia. Figures  4 and  5 show'  the  front  and  back  of  a souvenir  card  sold  there 
with  a history  of  the  eagle.  In  the  actual  photograph.  Old  Abe  is  perched  on  a shield- 
shaped board,  looking  backwards.  A probable  lithographed  adaptation  of  this  pose  is 
shown  in  Figure  6;  it  bears  the  inscription  “Baker-Chicago.” 

According  to  Wisconsin  Then  and  Now,  a publication  of  the  State  Historical  Society 
of  Wisconsin,  that  state  offered  excellent  roosting  and  nesting  sites  for  bald  eagles  at 
the  time  of  the  War.  Old  Abe  was  hatched  along  the  Chippewa  River  in  the  spring  of 
1861.  Indians  shot  his  mother  and  then  sold  the  young  eaglet  to  David  McCann  for 
a bushel  of  corn.  In  August  of  that  year  McCann  sold  him  to  an  Eau  Claire  businessman 
for  $2.50  for  presentation  to  the  newly-formed  8th  Regiment  as  a mascot.  The  soldiers 
named  him  in  honor  of  President  Lincoln,  and  their  infantry  group  became  knowm  as 
the  “eagle  regiment.” 
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Figure  3. 


After  four  years  of  active  duty  that  included  22  actions  and  30  skirmishes,  the 
regiment  presented  their  mascot  to  the  state  on  September  26,  1864.  He  took  up  residence 
in  the  capitol  building  in  Madison  and  lived  until  1881  when  he  died  of  smoke  inhalation 
in  a minor  fire.  A taxidermist  stuffed  his  body,  which  was  then  placed  in  a glass  case 

near  tattered  battle  flags  in  the  State  War  Museum  at  the  capitol.  Ironically,  ev'en  those 

remains  were  destroyed  in  the  1904  fire  that  gutted  the  capitol. 

During  the  War,  one  of  the  tallest  men  of  the  regiment  w'as  detailed  to  carry  and 
take  care  of  Old  Abe.  He  was  usually  carried  on  a war  shield,  mounted  at  the  top 

of  a staff  and  above  this  shield  a perch  was  made  to  which  the  bird  was  tied  by  a cord. 

For  three  years  he  was  carried  beside  the  colors  of  the  regiment,  and  during  that  period 
was  wounded  three  times.  At  the  battle  of  Corinth,  it  is  said,  Confederate  General 
Price  ordered  his  men  to  capture  or  kill  him  at  any  hazard,  saying  that  he  would  rather 
have  them  capture  the  eagle  of  the  8th  Wisconsin  than  a dozen  battle  flags  and  that 
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“Old  Abe,”  the  Live  Wisconsin  War  Eagle. 

PHOTOGRAPHED  BY  THE  CENTENNIAL  PHOTOGRAPHIC  CO. 
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Figure  5. 
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Figure  6. 


if  they  succeeded  he  would  give  them  “free  pillage  in  Corinth.”  During  this  battle  the 
cord  that  confined  Old  Abe  to  his  perch  was  cut  by  a ball  and  he  soared  far  above  the 
smoke,  as  the  Confederates  vainly  sought  to  shoot  him  down.  Suddenly  he  caught 
sight  of  his  regiment  and  flag  and  sweeping  down,  alighted  on  his  perch. 

During  a battle  he  was  sometimes  on  the  ground,  then  on  his  perch,  uttering  wild 
screams,  and  the  fiercer  and  louder  the  battle  became,  the  more  excited  he  w'as.  He 
would  stand  unflinching  by  a cannon  which  was  being  fired  rapidly  and  "was  not  afraid 
of  the  rattle  of  musketry. 

After  the  War  Old  Abe  made  numerous  triumphant  journeys  around  the  country. 
His  feathers  were  sold  for  $10  each.  Thousands  of  children  throughout  the  North  were 
organized  into  a society  called  “The  Army  of  the  American  Eagle”  for  the  purpose  of 
selling  a little  pamphlet  history  of  Old  Abe’s  career,  with  his  photograph,  netting 
$16,308.93  for  a fund  for  sick  and  disabled  soldiers.  More  than  twelve  thousand  letters 
were  received  from  children  interested  in  this  project.  P.  T.  Barnum  ofiEered  $20,000  for 
him,  while  painters  and  sculpters  captured  him  in  oils  and  marble. 

It  has  been  said  that  no  other  bird  ever  achieved  such  fame  or  reached  such  a 
distinguished  place  in  history.  Little  wonder,  then,  that  he  became  the  subject  of  engraved 
vignettes. 
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JLiteratiare  in  Meview 

(From  Page  9) 

in  the  interim  since  the  original  books  were  published,  some  of  the  data  has  become 
outdated  or  superseded  by  new  work.  Yet  for  anyone  delving  seriously  into  these  issues, 
which  are  fast  approaching  classic  status,  Johl  is  always  the  starting  point.  Therefore, 
the  ready  availability  of  his  research  through  a Quarterman  Publication  will  undoubtedly 
stimulate  new’  interest  in  earlv  20th  century  U.  S. 

BRM 


For  Syngraphists 

SECURITY  PRINTERS,  second  edition,  1976,  Check  Collectors  Round  Table,  P.  O. 
Box  271 12,  Cincinnati,  OPI  45227.  $3.00.  38pp.,  x ii,  mimeographed. 

This  publication  is  essentially  a listing  of  U.  S.  printers — or  at  least  the  imprints — 
found  on  obsolete.  Colonial,  Continental,  fractional  and  scrip  notes;  checks,  drafts,  etc.; 
stock  and  bond  certificates;  government  bonds,  warrants,  ration  material  and  revenue 
stamps.  The  name,  address  and  dates  of  existence  are  included  for  each  entry.  How- 
ever, only  one  page  is  devoted  to  actual  historical  sketches  of  the  printers  and  that 
includes  only  six  of  them.  The  Check  Collectors  Round  Table,  a laudable  organization. 


(Continued  on  Page  25) 
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The  Pictorial  Issues  of  French 
Colonies,  1891T941 

A Half-Century  of  Oesign  and 
Production  in  Retrospect 

By  Robert  G.  Stone 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  132,  Page  180) 

(Photographs  by  Adrien  Boutrelle) 

Chapter  H.  The  First  Generation  of  Regular  Pictorial  Issues  1904-1917  (Cont.l 
Sect.  C7.  Somali  Coast,  1915  (Scott  A21-23,  Dl;  Yvert  Types  h,  i,  k) 

Introduction:  A Lone  Wartime  Issue 

The  period  of  World  War  I witnessed  some  of  the  most  interesting  colonial  pictorials. 
The  first  war-baby  issue  was  for  Somali  Coast,  the  stamps  becoming  available 
about  the  first  of  July  1915,  although  curiously  the  loc  surcharged  5c  for  Red 
Cross  benefit  had  appeared  already  in  April  or  May!  These  stamps  had  been  planned 
and  commissionad  well  before  the  War  began,  probably  in  1912,  but  came  out  under  a 
cloud  of  wartime  economic  pressures.  The  War  precluded  plans  for  any  more  new- 
design  issues  until  1919  or  later  (except  the  1917  Morocco  set  which  was  a strictly  local 
affair — and  in  recess!). 

In  the  Somali  Coast  1915  w’e  are  treated  to  rather  original  design  concepts,  some 
of  which  did  not  come  out  at  all  badly.  And  there  are  other  unusual  features  and 
circumstances  of  the  issue  which  we  will  disclose  as  we  go  along. 

Montader  and  Hourriez — A New  Team 

To  begin  with,  we  are  introduced  to  a designer  and  an  engraver  both  new  to  the 
colonial-pictorials  gambit.  The  first  we  hear  about  that  is  some  press-agentry  in  the 
spring  of  1913:  UEcho  (May,  p.  355)  announces  . . . “our  confrere  Montader,  who 
we  know  is  a talented  painter  and  designer,  has  been  commissioned  by  the  Ministry 
of  Colonies  to  design  the  new^  series  of  postage  and  dues  stamps  for  Somali  Coast.  The 
franc  value  design  has  already  been  engraved.”  Montader  was  the  editor  of  the  crusad- 
ing philatelic  magazine  Le  Postilion  and  not  above  printing  news  about  himself,  thus: 
“M.  Alfred  Montader,  artist  painter,  has  been  charged  by  the  Minister  of  Colonies  and 
the  Governor  of  the  French  Somali  Coast  with  the  execution  of  its  forthcoming  set  of 
stamps,  which  besides  postage  stamps  will  include  postage-due  stamps,  which  this  colony 
has  lacked  heretofore.  No  one  should  doubt  that  when  this  series  appears,  Le  Postilion 
will  make  its  critique  of  them  with  the  impartiality  for  which  it  is  well  known.  M.  A. 
Montader,  the  artist  painter,  has  in  effect  none  but  the  most  distant  relations  with  the 
management  of  Postilion,  especially  when  he  has  his  palette  and  brushes  in  hand.  The  first 
design,  that  of  the  high  values,  now  being  engraved,  represents  a bridge  on  the  Harrar 
railroad  line  in  the  moonlight,  something  which  hasn’t  been  seen  in  philately  before.  The 
efi|Tfj^ver  chosen  by  IVI.  IVIontader  is  IVI.  G.  Hourriez,  artist  of  the  first  rank,  medalled 
at  the  Salon”.  {Postilion,  1913,  p.  157-8) 

From  these  stories  we  learn  that  Montader  was  chosen  by  the  Governor  as  well 
as  by  the  Ministry.  As  Montader  elsewhere  has  pointed  out,  in  only  a few  of  the 
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Fig.  1.  The  oversize  die-essay  in  brown  and  black  (center)  of  the  bridge  type, 
slightly  over  two  and  three-quarters  times  size  of  the  stamp,  engraved  as  a prelim- 
inary exercise.  Note  the  amazingly  great  detail,  practically  all  of  which  was 
included  in  the  stamp  (if  one  looks  closely).  The  moonlight  effects  are  well 
recognizable — the  moon  partly  behind  the  clouds,  the  poorly-lit  landscape,  loco- 
motive headlight  beam  piercing  the  gloom.  Signed  by  “G.  Hourriez  1913”  and 
marked  “No.  1”,  this  being  the  first  design  of  the  set  to  be  engraved  and  the  first 
die  of  that  design.  The  black  corner  splotches  above  at  left  and  below  at  right 
probably  mark  the  edge  of  the  die-block  for  the  center-subject  die.  Numeral  space 

not  cleared. 


colonial  pictorial  designs  did  the  Governors  or  local  people  play  a dominant  role  in  their 
selection.  He  implies  that  he  and  the  Governor  must  have  jointly  selected  the  subjects 
and  that  Montader  must  have  had  a favorable  prior  relationship  with  the  Governor. 
Certainly  Montader  was  not  in  favor  with  the  IVIinistry,  which  he  had  been  criticizing 
nastily  in  Postilion  for  years.  We  further  learn  (if  we  can  believe  him)  that  Montader 
“chose”  the  engraver,  undoubtedly  a friend  of  his.  Georges  Hourriez  had  never  done 
any  stamp  work  before,  neither  for  the  Colonies  nor  France,  though  he  was  later  to 
become  respected  for  his  stamp  engravings  for  France.  He  was  well-known  in  Paris 
since  1896  as  a salon  painter  and  wood  engraver.  We  recall  that  Montader  had  been 
generally  very  critical  of  the  previous  colonial  pictorials  since  1899.  Now  we  have  the 
spectacle  of  the  critic  turning  designer  and  we  are  (as  were  the  philatelists  of  1913-15) 
all  eyes  to  see  the  result.  One  can  well  imagine  the  wise  guys  of  Rue  Drouot  (the  Nassau 
Street  of  Paris)  saying — “This  will  be  interesting!”. 
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The  Stamps  Appear 

Maury  noted  in  the  May  or  June  Coll.  T.  P.  (p.  21 1)  that  the  issue  of  the  lOc 
value  had  been  overprinted  5c  for  Red  Cross  surtax,  but  he  apparently  did  not  yet 
know  what  the  other  designs  would  be  like.  The  explanation  of  the  issue  of  the  over- 
print before  the  unoverprinted  ones  is  that  the  stocks  of  that  value  (lOc)  were  already 
off  the  press  in  Paris  but  not  yet  distributed  and  the  overprint  was  made  there  at  the 
same  time  as  similar  overprints  were  being  made  for  a number  of  other  colonies.  In 
July  (p.  243)  Maury  announced  the  stamps.  They  are  indicated  in  the  catalogs  as  all 
having  been  issued  on  July  i along  with  the  postage  dues. 

The  three  postage  designs  and  one  for  dues  were  as  follows: — 

1. )  The  Native  Drummer  Type,  in  large  vertical  format,  for  the  low  denominations 
(i-5c). — The  center  subject  is  sharply  separated  from  the  surrounding  background  by 
a frame  and  situated  to  the  right  side  of  the  stamp  practically  touching  the  right  border, 
thus  an  asymmetrical  arrangement.  The  subject  is  a barefoot  native  in  flowing  robe  and 
turban,  drumming  on  a round  tambourine  slung  by  a strap  around  his  neck.  He  stands 
in  front  of  a wall  of  a building  which  has  an  arched-top  doorway  to  hijs  left  leading 
out  to  stone  steps.  The  numeral  space  (numeral  colored  on  white)  is  located  at  the 
upper  right  of  this  centerpiece.  The  entire  surrounding  area  on  three  sides  is  a stony 
landscape  where  a number  of  sheep  or  goats  are  grazing.  At  the  top  are  quarter-round 
white  exclaves  with  palm  fronds  silhousetted  on  them.  Most  of  the  inscriptions  are 
engraved  on  the  center-subject  die  (these  are  two-color  stamps)  : “R”  and  “F”  on  the 
upper  corner  exclaves,  and  across  the  bottom  partly  on  the  background  and  partly  on  the 
ground  in  front  of  the  drummer  is  “Cote  Frangaise  des  Somalis”;  “Postes”  across  the 
top  in  white  letters  is  on  the  background  die.  The  effect  of  this  conception  is  of  a 
prominent  drummer  scene  projected  in  front  of  and  on  top  of  a hazy  chiaroscuro  more- 
distant  and  unrelated  landscape.  It  is  difficult  to  clearly  visualize  in  the  4c  and  5c  stamps 
but  quite  effective  in  the  2c  and  to  a lesser  degree  in  the  ic.  “A.  Montader”  and  “G. 
H ourriez”  are  Inscribed  in  the  bottom  border  of  this  and  the  other  designs. 

2. )  The  Native  Woman  Type,  in  large  vertical  format,  for  the  middle  values  (lOC- 

90c).  — 'This  design  has  the  same  general  concept  as  the  drummer  type,  in  that  the 

sharply-bounded  center  subject  is  located  to  the  right  side,  projected  on  top  of  an 
Indistinct  and  unrelated  background  scene.  The  center  subject,  in  a vertical  rectangle, 
shows  a native  girl  (an  Abyssinian  Negress  according  to  Montader,  but  designated  as 
a “Somali  woman”  in  the  catalogs),  from  mid-torso  up,  dressed  in  elaborate  tunic  and 
head  covering,  with  earrings,  strings  of  beads  and  sequins,  etc.,  set  off  against  a diagonally- 
ruled  background.  The  surrounding  scene  is  difficult  to  recognize  and  describe  (even 
from  the  best-printed  values).  It  appears  to  represent  the  underwater  in  a bay  with 
several  fish  swimming  by  (as  a scuba  diver  might  see  it?)  and  at  top  the  water  surface 
and  a shore  seem  to  be  represented  (as  a swimmer  might  see  it?).  In  upper  corners, 
“R”  and  “F”  are  inscribed  on  round  ruled  half-shells,  and  below  the  center-subject 
box  the  denomination  value  is  printed  on  a half-shell.  “Postes  is  across  the  top  and 
“Cote  Franqaises  des  Somalis”  across  the  bottom  in  thin,  white-edged  letters.  Some 
flowers  adorn  the  upper  left  and  right  background  areas.  The  details  of  the  design  can 
only  be  discerned  on  the  stamps  printed  in  dark  colors,  such  as  the  25,  30,  and  50c.  The 
inscriptions  are  all  part  of  the  framework  background-die  and  thus  do  not  contrast  in 
color  with  the  background. 

3. )  The  Holl-Holli  Railroad  Bridge  Type,  in  large  horizontal  format,  for  the  high 
values  (francs).  — Montader’s  statement  (quoted  above),  that  this  design  was  a unique 
attempt  to  represent  on  a stamp  a scene  in  the  moonlight,  explains  the  dark  and  unclear 
execution  of  the  center  subject.  The  girders  and  deck  of  the  bridge  are  evident  enough, 
as  is  the  long  black  streak  of  a train  crossing  the  viaduct,  but  the  foreground  and  sky 
are  dim.  The  sky  seems  to  be  mottled  with  clouds  and  the  moon  is  barely  discernible 
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Fig.  2.  Oversize  die-essay  for  the  postage- 
due  design,  just  under  twice  the  size  of 
the  stamp,  engraved  as  a preliminary  trial. 
The  surround  has  burin  test  scratches  and 
there  is  a clearance  around  the  image  of 
about  3-4  mm.  Numeral  space  not  cleared. 
The  stamp  is  almost  precisely  identical  in 
detail.  Note  the  shadows  cast  by  the 
spears  onto  the  ruled  hackkground! 


Fig.  4.  The  15c  postage-due 
stamp,  enlarged  two  times. 
The  clarity  is  very  good 
when  compared  to  the  over- 
size die-essay  (Fig.  2).  (This 
design  was  re-engraved  in 
recess  for  printings  made  in 
1938;  the  image  was  slightly 
enlarged  but  the  detail  is 
very  close  to  the  typo  ver- 
sion, though  the  coarser 
background  ruling  spoiled 
the  clarity.  A meretricious 
Vichy  imitation  of  1944 
hardly  deserves  mention.) 


as  a white  blob  above  the  left  end  of  the  bridge.  The  subject  scene  is  symmetrically 
centered  in  the  stamp,  surrounded  by  a very  ornate  wide  framework  with  irregular 
interior  borders,  so  that  it  seems  to  be  in  front  of  the  scene  like  a picture  frame.  The 
framework  carries  a sheaf  of  spears  tied  by  ribbons  at  left  and  a bundle  of  some  sort 
of  native  scepters  at  right.  Flowers  decorate  the  upper  corners,  and  leafy  sprays  droop 
from  them  toward  the  center,  hooking  into  holes  in  a small  plaque,  on  top  of  which  “R  F” 
is  imprinted.  “Postes”  on  ruled  backgrounds  is  repeated  at  top  on  both  sides  of  the  “RF” 
plaque.  The  inscriptions  are  all  on  the  framework  die,  in  white  on  color  except  for  the 
“RF”  and  numerals,  which  are  in  color.  Across  the  bottom  is  “Cote  Francaise  des 
Somalis”  on  a ruled  background  divided  in  center  by  an  ornate  cartouche  for  the 
denomination.  These  and  further  minute  details  can  only  be  appreciated  by  examining  the 
oversized  die-essay  illustrated  in  these  articles. 

4.)  The  Crossed-Spears  Type,  in  small  vertically  rectangular  format,  for  the  postage- 
due  stamps.  — The  central  feature  of  this  design  is  a bull’s-eye  target  on  which  the 
numeral  of  value  is  enclosed,  overlying  a bundle  of  crossed  spears  whose  shafts  appear 
to  radiate  from  the  target-like  spokes  of  a wheel.  They  are  projected  on  a ruled  back- 
ground. The  frame  is  a nearly  uniform  solid  band  carrying  the  inscriptions  (white  on 
color);  at  sides  “Cote  Franqaise  des  Somalis”  and  at  top  “RF”,  separated  by  geometric 
patterns.  In  center  above  and  below  the  target  and  on  top  of  the  spear  shafts  is  inscribed 
“Chiffre  Taxe /A/Percevoir”  (black-outlined  white  letters). 
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Fig.  3.  Plate?  proof  (form  sheets  for  make-ready?)  of 
the  l.SOFr  value  in  approximately  the  issued  colors  of 
light  and  dark  blue  for  the  1930  printing  (enlarged  two 
times).  This  shows  a better-than-average  clarity  for  the 
center  but  poorer  than  usual  for  the  frame. 


In  Praise  of  Novelty,  and  Other  Thoughts 

The  novelty  of  these  designs  is  unmistakable,  though  one  has  to  examine  enlarge- 
ments to  comprehend  all  their  features.  The  over-reduction  of  such  complex  designs 
unfortunately  denigrates  the  intended  effects.  Nonetheless,  when  printed  in  sufficiently 
dark  and  contrasty  colors,  their  general  artistic  character  and  impressions  can  be  sensed 
fairly  well  on  all  but  the  bridge-type  stamps.  IMontader  had  a number  of  very  intriguing 
ideas  in  these  designs  for  which  he  must  be  given  his  just  recognition  even  if  he  failed 
to  see  that  they  were  hardly  realizable  on  such  small  stamps.  The  concept  of  showing 
scenes  in  the  background  separate  and  unrelated  to  the  center  subject  is  certainly  a first 
for  stamps;  it  amounts  to  putting  two  subjects  on  one  stamp.  Placing  the  center  subjects 
to  one  side  was  well  calculated  to  heighten  their  independence  and  dominance,  at  the 
same  time  allowing  enough  space  for  the  background  scene  to  be  developed.  The  bridge 
design  was,  of  course,  overdraped  with  ornament  of  Victorian  corniness.  In  spite  of 
their  detail,  the  other  designs  are  not  really  so  decoratively  ornate  as  they  are  intrinsically 
complex  and  subtle.  On  the  native-woman  design  the  background  seems,  as  Maury  sug- 
gests, to  be  influenced  by  Japanese  or  Chinese  painting.  Montader  had  the  right  sense 
to  put  in  a few  flowers  around  the  top  of  this  design  in  order  to  avoid  an  impression 
of  the  woman  being  submerged  in  the  ocean.  There  are  minor  ornate  touches  on  the 
drummer  and  woman  types,  such  as  the  little  shells,  on  which  numerals  and  “RF”  are 
printed,  and  the  graceful  letterings,  but  kept  relatively  small  not  to  detract  from  the 
subject  matter.  Likewise  the  numerals  are  large  enough  to  be  readily  identified  against 
their  w'hite  backgrounds  without  seeming  forceful.  Making  the  boundaries  of  the  center 
subjects  of  the  first  two  types  rectilinear  and  unframed  also  tended  to  negate  any 
impression  of  Victorianlsm. 

If  the  pale  colors  and  vague  or  delicate  character  of  the  background  scenes  suggest 
that  Montader  was  influenced  by  impressionistic  notions,  it  is  belied  or  counterbalanced 
by  the  realism  of  the  center  subjects — perhaps  this  contrast  only  reflects  an  eclectic 
taste.  However,  Montader  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  choice  of  colors  printed,  as  they 
are  similar  to  ones  used  for  other  colonial  issues  of  the  period.  Remarks  quoted  in  the 
next  section  indicate  he  preferred  “deep  colors’’  of  red  and  blue. 
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Fig.  5.  The  native  drummer  type  in  trial  color  proof  of  the  5c  on  ordinary  whitish 
paper  (probably  from  a secondary  die)  in  an  unissued  combination  of  red-oranges 
(color  nos.  pencilled  at  lower  right,  nos.  414  and  406).  Control  punches  at  top  center. 
(Enlarged  two  times.)  Probably  a considerable  number  of  trial  color  combinations 
were  made  in  this  format,  although  only  four  designs  were  involved. 
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Fig.  6.  The  native  woman  type  in  trial  color  proof  of  the  25c  (secondary  die?)  in 
an  unissued  color  combination  of  black  and  green.  (Enlarged  two  times.)  Color  nos. 
608  and  303  pencilled  at  lower  right.  Control  punches  at  center  top.  The  numerals 
on  this  and  the  5c  proof  (Fig.  5)  may  have  been  engraved  on  the  master  dies  as 
was  sometimes  done  to  expedite  plate  making  of  the  most-needed  denominations; 
however,  the  10c  value  was  perhaps  actually  printed  first  in  this  case. 
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The  bridge  design  in  general  lacks  the  novelty  of  the  others,  except  for  being,  as 
Montader  claimed,  the  first  in  philately  to  attempt  to  show  a scene  in  the  moonlight.  We 
would  not  have  guessed  it,  however,  if  Montader  had  not  told  us,  for  the  moon  looks 
like  an  accidental  spot  or  blur,  and  no  catalog  or  other  literature  has  ever  noticed  it. 
It  was  a nice  romantic  idea;  we  can  grade  him  “A”  for  the  effort  at  least, 

1 he  dues  stamps  design  is  not  really  pictorial,  though  the  spears  are  realistic  enough; 
rather  they  are  symbolic  or  suggestive  of  the  native  culture.  The  design  is  not  over- 
ornate  and  even  in  its  small  size  readily  recognizable.  The  effect  would  have  been  more 
striking  if  the  ruled  background  had  not  been  so  heavy  or  perhaps  had  been  omitted 
altogether. 

All  the  designs  illustrate  native  scenes,  environment,  and  culture.  IVIontader  had 
always,  like  Maury,  been  an  advocate  of  native  scenes  for  colonial  stamps.  Montader’s 
models,  assuming  Hourriez  did  not  alter  them,  are  suffused  with  a sentimental  or 
romantic  coloration,  which  is  mainly  expressed  in  the  backgrounds  and  frames.  We 
suppose  that  Montader  used  photographs  for  the  center  subjects  at  least,  probably  ones 
furnished  by  the  Governor.  It  is  doubtful  that  Montader  ever  visited  the  colony  in 
preparation  for  the  designing.  In  this  respect  he  did  not  break  with  the  usual  practice 
of  previous  colonial  stamp  designers. 

The  first  printings  of  this  issue  not  only  had  sharp  impressions  but  some  very 
agreeable  colors.  Except  for  the  dues,  the  dies  were  in  two  parts  for  blcolor  printing, 
and  all  the  postage  values  were  printed  in  two  colors.  However,  in  many  cases  the 
two  colors  were  rather  close  shades  of  the  same  hue,  resulting  in  an  almost  monocolored 
appearance  and  precluding  the  needed  contrast  to  bring  out  the  effects  of  the  designs. 
Most  of  the  early  printings  were  on  a so-called  “chalky”  (couche)  paper  with  a shiny 
white  surface.  The  chalk  surface  is  not  so  heavy  as  in  the  British  chalky  papers.  We 
do  not  know  the  reason  for  its  use;  a few  values  of  issues  of  other  colonies  printed 
in  1915  were  also  on  this  paper  but  it  was  not  used  for  French  stamps.  Perhaps  it  was 
an  experiment,  or  some  special  paper  had  been  supplied  inadvertently  or  in  emergency 
owing  to  the  War.  Howsoever,  the  chalky  paper  enchanced  the  clarity  of  the  designs 
and  the  brightness  of  the  colors.  Later  printings  (up  to  1933)  were  on  ordinary  paper, 
sometimes  quite  porous  or  rough,  which  along  with  plate  or  die  wear  and  poorer  colors, 
led  to  some  rather  miserable  impressions. 

Little  was  said  about  these  stamps  in  the  press  and  that  little  was  not  unfavorable. 
Maury,  when  he  saw  the  preliminary  issue  of  the  woman  type  with  the  Red  Cross  over- 
print, noted  it  was  “an  entirely  new  and  very  pretty  design  due  to  a well-known  artist 
M.  A.  Montader,  to  whom  we  address  our  unqualified  felicitations”.  (Maury  and 
Montader  did  not  usually  speak  kindly  of  one  another.)  Maury  thought  the  numeral 
of  value  placed  on  a sea-shell  cartouche  was  . . . “in  a very  artistic  fashion  . . . 
the  ensemble  of  the  design  is  original  and  very  fine,  but  the  stamp  would  have  gained  by 
being  printed  in  two  colors  as  the  details  are  somewhat  lost  in  a single  tint”.  (Actually 
it  was  in  two  colors  but  they  were  two  close  shades  of  the  same  hue.)  Later  when 
the  whole  set  of  stamps  came  out,  Maury  judged  that  the  woman  type  was  “.  . . in  our 
view  the  most  pleasing”,  and  commented  that  the  fishes  reminded  him  of  Japanese  paint- 
ings. As  for  the  drummer  type,  Maury  said  the  native  seemed  to  strike  the  “attitude 
of  one  of  the  provincial  village  criers”  ( — his  mouth  doesn’t  seem  to  be  open  so  he  was 
not  crying  above  a whimper)  ; “.  . . the  four-footed  animals  are  rather  difficult  to  define 
without  a lens”  ( — he  is  right  on  the  mark  there).  He  had  no  comments  on  the  bridge 
type,  which  he  rightly  guessed  was  a scene  on  the  Harrar  line.  Finally,  Maury  admits 
the  new  series  has  “a  very  original  aspect.” 


(To  be  Continued) 
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The  De  Ta  Miie  IReply  to  Critics  of  Its  Sale  of 
Archival  Essays  and  Proofs 

By  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 


The  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  section 
of  the  British  publication  Stamp 
Collecting  furnishes  additional  reac- 
tion to  and  comments  on  the  controversy 
surrounding;  the  continuing  sale  of  essays 
and  proofs  from  the  archives  of  the  De 
La  Rue  printing  firm,  (See  Journal  No. 
132,  pp.  183-84.)  The  October  21,  1976 
issue  contains  a letter  from  A.  S.  Bard 
describing  the  condition  of  the  De  La 
Rue  correspondence  volumes  as  follows: 

“Some  weeks  ago  I was  fortunate  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  one  of 
the  De  La  Rue  correspondence  volumes 
at  the  National  Postal  Museum.  My 
initial  elation  at  discovering  prevlouslv  un- 
published material  on  Jammu  and  Kash- 
mir was  tempered  by  the  realisation  that 
the  volume  had  been  systematically  pruned 
of  a large  number  of  specimens.  The 
selection  of  specimens  for  removal  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  indiscriminate — 
all  revenue  material  had  been  left  un- 
touched, while  the  key  plate  essays  and 
proofs  for  postage  stamps  and  postcards 
had  been  taken  from  the  volume  without 
exception. 

“My  curiosity  was  aroused  by  the 
inscription  'Taken  for  collection  with 
either  a 1950’s  or  early  1976  date  on  each 
depleted  page.  Enquiries  made  of  the 
National  Postal  Museum  staff  failed  to 
shed  any  light  on  the  whereabouts  of  this 
collection,  and  De  La  Rue  was  similarly 
unforthcoming  on  the  subject.  Could  it 
be  that  this  ‘collection’  is  purely  a gather- 
ing of  material  prior  to  its  sale  by  auction? 
I share  your  view  that  if  such  a collection 
does  in  fact  exist,  then  the  serious  phila- 
telic student  should  be  informed  as  to  its 
whereabouts.  I would  stress  that  there 
were  no  duplicates  of  any  of  the  missing 
items  in  the  volume  in  question. 

“The  chief  result  of  this  is  that  much 
of  the  correspondence  is  virtually  useless. 
Letters  containing  detailed  discussions  of 
‘samples  A to  G’  can  only  prove  to  be  a 


source  of  frustration  to  the  researcher 
when  ‘samples  A to  G’  have  been  removed. 
From  a brief  inspection  of  a number  of 
other  volumes  it  seems  that  similar  de- 
predations have  been  made. 

“I  must  take  issue  with  your  contention 
that  auctioning  material  from  the  De  La 
Rue  archives  ‘improves  the  likelihood  of 
the  items  being  available  for  Inspection  and 
study  by  other  philatelists  at  philatelic 
society  displays  and  in  exhibition  entries 
around  the  world’.  This  may  be  true  for 
a verv  small  percentage  of  this  material 
but  I feel  that  the  purchasing  of  such 
specialised  items  at  auction  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  that  they  would  be  displayed 
as  a matter  of  course.  There  is  a much 
better  chance  of  this  material  never 
venturing  outside  the  owners’  houses.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  maintenance  of  a 350- 
volume  collection  of  correspondence  and 
philatelic  material  under  one  roof  pro- 
vides ample  opportunities  for  research.  I 
am  sure  that  the  obliging,  and  entremely 
helpful,  National  Postal  Museum  staff 
would  encourage  any  intersted  researcher 
and  make  the  relevant  volumes  available 
for  inspection.  Dissemination  of  informa- 
tion is  most  effectively  achieved  when 
originating  from  a centralized  source  of 
reference.  Dispersal  of  reference  material 
however,  does  not  automatically  Insure 
dissemination  of  information.” 

This  letter  was  immediately  followed 
by  one  from  EPS  member  and  author, 
Marcus  Samuel: 

“It  may  not  generally  be  known  that 
many  of  the  items  in  the  De  La  Rue  Col- 
lection of  the  greatest  philatelic  interest 
(artists’  drawings,  colour  schemes,  etc.) 
had  been  removed  by  the  Company’s 
Archivist  from  the  correspondence  books 
which  contained  information  concerning 
them,  annotations  in  these  books  enabling 
the  items  to  he  identified.  Much  (but  far 
from  all)  the  information  concerning  19th 
century  items  has  been  published  in  The 
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De  La  Rue  History  by  the  late  John 
Easton,  but  the  history  of  the  first  half 
of  the  present  century  has  yet  to  be 
written. 

**The  largely  stripped  correspondence 
books  have  now  been  presented  to  the 
National  Postal  Museum,  and  I under- 
stand that  transparencies  have  been  made 
of  every  page  in  the  collection,  but  I fear 
that  unless  great  care  has  been  taken  to 
record  in  detail  the  20th  century  items, 
the  future  value  of  the  records  will  be 
much  diminished. 

“It  may  well  be  that  the  Company  can 
reassure  us  in  in  this  respect,  and  I feel 
that  a statement  from  them  is  overdue.” 

An  official  reply  to  the  comments  from 
J.  W.  Finn,  Secretary  of  The  De  La  Rue 
Company  Limited,  appeared  in  Stamp  Col- 
lecting's issue  of  December  9,  1976: 

“My  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
various  letters  which  have  appeared  in 
your  publication  over  the  last  few  months 
concerning  my  company’s  philatelic  archives 
in  the  National  Postal  Museum.  The 
main  theme  of  the  letters  in  question  has 
been  that  the  facilities  for  research  have 
been  severely  restricted  by  our  removal 
of  the  contents  of  the  albums  (i.e.  printed 
stamps,  designs  and  proof  material)  and 
of  similar  items  from  the  correspondence 
books.  Whilst  this  has  obviously  been  true 
for  a short  time,  there  was  little  alter- 
native to  some  disruption  of  facilities. 

“The  decision  to  sell,  in  the  interest  of 
shareholders,  material  which  it  is  not 


necessary  to  retain  as  part  of  the  com- 
pany’s current  business  of  security  printers, 
and  to  donate  the  correspondence  books  to 
the  National  Postal  Museum,  in  the 
interests  of  philately,  was  published  by 
the  Chairman  on  June  8th,  1976  in  his 
statement  with  the  preliminary  results  for 
the  company’s  last  financial  year.  By  this 
time,  a full  35mm.  colour  record  of  all 
of  the  album  pages  had  been  made  and 
researchers  may  already  have  access  to 
these  on  application  to  the  Curator  at 
the  National  Postal  Museum.  Sub- 
sequently, all  philatelic  items  removed 
from  the  correspondence  books  have  been 
photographed  and  these  photographs  will 
either  be  inserted  in  their  correct  places 
in  the  correspondence  books  or,  if  it  ap- 
pears more  convenient,  filed  separately 
but  in  such  a way  that  they  can  be  seen 
by  arrangement  with  the  Curator. 

“Thus,  the  archives  will  be  effectively 
restored  in  the  way  that  I have  described 
in  the  not  too  distant  future  and  should 
provide  as  complete  a record  for  research 
as  before.” 

In  light  of  Mr.  Finn’s  comments,  it 
would  appear  that  the  research  value  of 
the  archives  has  been  restored.  The  fact 
remains  that  the  material  already  sold 
or  to  be  sold  is  not  designated  specifically 
as  coming  from  the  archives,  so  buyers, 
wishing  to  establish  the  provenance  of  the 
material,  will  have  to  compare  it  with  the 
National  Postal  Museum  records. 


Literatiire  in  Review 

(From  Page  15) 


will  do  well  to  expand  this  section  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  publication  will  live 
up  to  its  name,  as  well  as  expand  the  addresses,  which  in  many  cases  are  merely  “N.Y.C.” 
or  “K.C.,  Mo.”  as  given  on  the  originals. 

One  w'ould  also  hope  that  the  originator  and  coordinator  of  the  project,  Raymond 
Rathjen,  would  study  files  of  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  and  the  Collectors  Club  Phi- 
latelist for  the  writings  of  Clarence  W.  Brazer  and  others  before  publishing  a third 
edition,  for  it  is  certain  that  in  them  he  will  find  much  new  information  and  amplification 
for  that  which  he  has  already  recorded.  Also,  a notation  of  the  type  of  printing  processes 
used  would  be  in  order.  The  concept  of  this  publication  has  great  potential  for  usefulness 
to  philatelists  and  syngraphists,  but  it  needs  more  expansion  than  mere  names. 


BRM 
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Sfafe  of  Tennessee  bond  for  the  L & N RR.  Co.  with  coupons  attached 


Multiple  Uses  of  a Locomotive 

Vigeette 

JBoitid  Compoms^^lBainik  No tes^^S tamps 

By  CLIFFORD  LEAK 


The  bond  coupons  shown  here  demonstrate  use  of  a famous  National  Bank  Note 
Co.  vignette  which  may  be  the  same  one  adapted  for  the  designs  of  the  3c  1869 
stamp  and  obsolete  bank  notes  such  as  the  $i  note  of  the  North  Western  Bank 
of  Warren,  Pa.  A die  proof  of  a vignette  entitled  “The  Crossing,”  which  shows  a 
locomotive  on  a bridge  with  cattle  in  a pastoral  scene  in  the  foreground,  was  illustrated 
in  Fred  P.  Schueren’s  study  “The  U.  S.  1869  Issue — An  Essay-Proof  History,  in  Journal 
No.  104,  along  with  the  author’s  statement  that  the  stamp  design  was  derived  therefrom. 

Close  examination  will  show  minor  alterations  in  the  tender  and  following  freight 
car  and  perhaps  the  locomotive  wheels  in  the  various  usages,  but  the  derivation  in  all 
cases  seems  the  same. 

One  of  the  coupons  illustrated  came  from  a State  of  Tennessee  bond  for  the  Louis- 
ville & Nashville  Railroad  Co.  It  was  dated  Jan.  i,  1867;  the  last  coupon  would  have 
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Coupon  from  Tennessee  bond  (black  vignefte  and  lettering,  red  serial  number,  remainder 

green ) 


Coupon  from  W,  C & R RR.  (same  colors  as  Tennessee  coupon) 


amortized  the  debt  on  Jan.  i,  1892.  The  other  coupon  of  the  Wilmington,  Charlotte 
& Rutherford  Railroad  was  discovered  sans  bond,  so  the  date  and  amount  are  not  known 
but  presumably  they  would  parallel  those  of  the  Tennessee  bond. 

Railroad  expansion  following  the  Civil  W^ar  must  certainly  have  Induced  the  issuance 
of  numerous  bonds.  I have  knowledge  of  a third  similar  type  coupon.  It  was  part  of 
lot  one  in  the  catalog  for  the  Richard  Wolffer’s  auction  no.  45,  December  1975-  That 
catalog  illustrated  a coupon  from  a bond  issued  by  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad  and 
represented  a $35  repayment. 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales 
Essays  and  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Barbara  R.  Mueller,  225  S.  Fischer  Ave.,  Jefferson,  WI  53549  or  to: 

Kenneth  Minuse,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York,  NY  10456  for  sales  of 
British  North  American  essays  and  proofs. 

Falk  Finkelburg,  P.  O.  Box  237,  Coram,  NY  11727  for  sales  of  United  States 
essays  and  proofs. 

When  sales  are  not  reported,  no  prices  realized  were  received  or  items  were 
imperfect  or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 
The  essays  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.P.S.  catalog  ab- 
breviations. See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog.  U.  S.  essay 
numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  stamps  and  its  addenda. 

ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 

Reported  by  Barbara  R.  Mueller 
UNITED  STATES 


R.  A.  Siegel,  Inc.,  New  York,  NY.  Sale  of  Sept.  28,  1976 

Proofs  and  Essays 


New  York,  N.Y.,  5c  Deep  Blue,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on 
Bond  (9X1TC).  46  x 47mm.,  with  additional  impression  of 
Portrait  Medallion,  46  x 38mm.,  former  faint  corner  crease  far 

from  design,  otherwise  Very  Fine  

3c  Franklin,  Die  Essay  on  Bond  (Brazer  33E-Cb).  Green,  32  x 

35mm.,  Very  Fine  

3c  Washington,  Die  Essay  on  India  (Brazer  33E-Db).  Black,  21  x 

25mm.,  Very  Fine  

3c  Washington,  Die  Essay  on  Bond  (Brazer  33E-Gd).  Blue-Green, 

30  X 35 1/2 mm..  Very  Fine  

3c  Washington,  Die  Essay  on  Bond  (Brazer  33E-Gd).  Black,  30  x 

35y2mm.,  Very  Fine  

3c  Washington,  Die  Essay  on  Bond  (Brazer  33E-Gd).  Scarlet,  22  x 

27mm.,  Very  Fine  

3c  Scarlet,  Die  Essay  on  Bond  (Brazer  33E-Nb).  38y2  x 29mm., 

Very  Fine  

Ic  Franklin,  Large  Die  Essays  on  Proof  Paper  (Brazer  55E-Af, 
55E-A1).  Carmine,  Violet  Brown;  tiny  defects  far  from  design, 

otherwise  Very  Fine  

3c  Pale  Rose,  Plate  Essay  on  Goldbeater’s  Skin,  Lowenberg  Patent 
(Brazer  65P5a)  Block,  Margins  All  Around,  Uncreased,  Very 

Fine  

3c  Washington,  Plate  Essay  on  Patent  Coated  Paper  (Brazer  83E- 

Bb).  Four  Blocks  & Pair,  diff.  Colors,  Very  Fine 

Ic  Dark  Brown,  Pictorial  Plate  Essay  on  Gummed  Stamp  Paper, 
Imperforate  (Brazer  112E-Dc).  Block  & Single,  Fresh,  o.g.. 

Very  Fine  

10c  Ultramarine,  Pictorial  Plate  Essay  on  Gummed  Stamp  Paper, 

Imperforate  (Brazer  116E-Dj).  Full  o.g..  Very  Fine  

12c  Blue,  Dull  Violet  Plate  Essays,  Perforated,  Grilled  & Gummed 
(Brazer  117E-Ce).  Blocks,  Wonderfully  Fresh,  Full  o.g.. 

Very  Good-Fine  

3c  Green,  Experimental  Proof  on  Pale  Rose  Tinted  Stamp  Paper 
(Brazer  158P  var).  Mint  Right  Margin  Block  of  Eight 
(4  X 2),  Fine-Very  Fine  


E.VII 

90.00 

E.VII 

130.00 

E.IV 

62.50 

E.IV 

62.50 

E.IV 

62.50 

E.IV 

62.50 

E.IV 

60.00 

E.IV 

75.00 

E.IV 

42.50 

E.V 

75.00 

E.VI 

110.00 

E.V 

55.00 

E.VII 

70.00 

E.VII 

135.00 
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3c  Washington,  Philadelphia  Bank  Note  Co,  Plate  Essay  on  Stamp 
Paper  (Brazer  184E-Ad).  Horiz.  Block  of  Eight  with  Bottom 
Left  Sheet  Margin  & Bottom  Imprint,  in  Dark  Green;  vertical 
crease  in  margin  only  between  blocks,  otherwise  Very  Fine  E.VIII  125.00 

3c  Washington,  Philadelphia  Bank  Note  Co.  Plate  Essay  on 
Yellowish  Wove  (Brazer  184E-Ah).  Cpl.  Sheet  of  Nine  (3  x 3) 

with  Bottom  Impt.,  in  Blue  Green,  Very  Fine  E.VIII  200.00 

3c  Washington,  Philadelphia  Bank  Note  Co.  Plate  Essays  on 
Yellowish  Wove  (Brazer  184E-Bg).  Blocks,  in  Orange,  Violet 

(latter  unlisted  in  Brazer),  Very  Fine  E.V  65.00 

lc-90c,  Plate  Proofs  on  Card  (43P,  47P,  68P,  TIP,  113P,  117P,  179P, 

206P-210P,  226P,  234P).  No.  113P  just  in  at  top,  others  Fine- 

Very  Fine  208.00  170.00 

3c  Washington,  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  Plate  Essay  on  India 
(Brazer  184E-Ic).  Four,  in  Black,  Olive  Brown,  Dark  Green  & 

Orange,  Very  Fine  E.VII  100.00 

Ic  Blue,  Small  Die  Proof  (63P).  Very  Fine  75.00  130.00 

2c  Brown,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (113P).  Block,  Very  Fine 75.00  105.00 

3c  Ultramarine,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (114P).  Block,  Very  Fine  . . 75.00  115.00 

7c  Vermilion,  Large  Die  Proof  (HOP)  61  x 73mm.,  Very  Fine  ....  200.00  110.00 

Ic,  3c  Bank  Note,  Black  Trial  Color  Proofs  on  India  (156TC, 

158TC).  Blocks,  Card  Mounted,  Very  Fine  85.00  40.00 

3c  Black,  Trial  Color  Proof  on  India  (158TC).  Block,  Very  Fine  37.50  35.00 

3c  Green,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (158P).  Block,  with  Left  Sheet 

Margin,  Die  Sunk  on  Card,  Very  Fine  175.00  105.00 

7c  Orange  Vermilion,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (160P).  Block,  Very 

Fine 90.00  75.00 

2c  Lake,  Rose  Lake,  Trial  Color  Proofs  (210TC).  Also  inch  two  2c 
Red  Brown  Plate  Proofs  on  Card  (210P),  diff.  Shades,  Very 

Fine  Lot 85.00  100.00 

2c  Green,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (213P).  Horiz.  Block  of  Eight, 

Very  Fine  200.00  110.00 

3c  Vermilion,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (214P).  Block,  Very  Fine  ....  125.00  105.00 

6c  Brown  Olive,  Trial  Color  Plate  Proof  on  Wove,  Gummed 

(224TC).  Mint  Horiz.  Pair,  Very  Fine  150.00  75.00 

6c  Violet  Black,  Trial  Color  Plate  Proof  on  Wove,  Gummed 

(224TC).  Horiz.  Pair,  o.g..  Very  Fine  150.00  75.00 

6c  Orange  Red,  Trial  Cooler  Plate  Proof  on  Wove,  Gummed 

(224TC).  Vertical  Pair  with  Bottom  Sheet  Margin,  Fresh, 

o.g..  Very  Fine  150.00  75.00 

lc-8c  Columbians,  Plate  Proofs  on  Card  (230P-236P).  Fresh, 

couple  low  values  negligible  soiling,  otherwise  Fine-Very  Fine  163.50  160.00 

8c  Columbian,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (236P).  Block,  Very  Fine  ....  130.00  170.00 

5c  Blue,  Air  Post  Entire,  Large  Die  Proof  (UCIP).  Centered  at 
Top  of  61/2  X 6V2  inch  Issued  Paper,  wmk.  “U.S.  1929”  (No. 

28),  light  horiz.  fold  far  from  Die  Impression,  Very  Fine  ....  E.IX  160.00 
lc-30c  Special  Delivery,  Postage  Due,  Plate  Proofs  on  Card  (E2P, 

E3P,  J1P-J7P).  No.  E3P  on  India;  also  incl.  No.  OOP  on  India, 

Fine-Very  Fine  77.25  70.00 

lc-50c  1894  Postage  Due,  Large  Die  Proofs  (J31P-J37P).  Cpl.  Set, 

Die  Sunk  on  Gilt-Edged  148  x 195mm.  cards,  Very  Fine  ....  490.00  400.00 

lc-$20.00  Officials,  Plate  Proofs  on  Card  (01P-093P).  Cpl.  Set, 

Treasury  Dept.  India  mounted  on  card,  couple  with  tiny  stains 

(cat.  $7.50),  otherwise  Fresh,  Bright  & Very  Fine  507.75  425.00 

2c-$60.00  Newspapers,  Plate  Proofs  on  Card  (PR9P-PR32P).  Cpl. 

Set,  Fine-Very  Fine  102.50  90.00 

Washington  Vignette  (23  x 30mm.),  Dark  Green  Trial  Color  Proof 
on  India,  as  on  $2.00-$3.50,  $15.00-$200.00  First  Issue  Revenues; 

58  X 58mm.,  Very  Fine  E.IV  47.50 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  1913,  Trial  Color  Proofs  on  Bond 
(16T44TC).  Two  Diff.  Colors  (Olive  Brown  & Violet),  Cpl. 

Sheets  of  16,  Very  Fine,  Unlisted  E.HI  210.00 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  1913,  Trial  Color  Proofs,  Green  on 
Proof  Paper,  Bond  (16T44TC).  Cpl.  Sheets  of  16,  Very  Fine, 

Unlisted  E.III  125.00 
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Jacques  C.  Schiff,  Jr.,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y.  Sale  of  Nov.  18-21,  1976 

SPECIMENS 

#285SE,  Ic  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  F-VF  110.00  75.00 

#286SE,  2c  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  VF  110.00  75.00 

#287SE,  4c  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  natural  SE  at  rt, 

small  thins,  F-VF 110.00  52.50 

#288SE,  5c  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  dist  OG,  HR,  tiny  thin,  tiny 

perf  stain,  F-VF 110.00  52.50 

#289SE,  8c  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  F-VF 110.00  75.00 

#290SE,  10c  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  natural  SE  at  left, 

tiny  thin,  Aver-F 110.00  65.00 

#291SE,  50c  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  natural  SE  at  left, 

small  thin,  VF 125.00  70.00 

#292SE,  $1  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  natural  SE  at  rt, 

F-VF  200.00  220.00 

#293SE,  $2  Trans-Miss,  Type  E Ovpt,  OG,  HR,  F-VF 300.00  260.00 

#E6SE,  10c  Spec  Del,  Type  E Ovpt,  NH,  F-VF 65.00  67.50 

#059SDa,  3c  Dept  of  State,  Ovpt  “Sepcimen”,  Unused,  few  blunted 
perfs  at  rt,  Aver-F,  w/Photo  signed  “Sepcimen  Error,  Geo.  B. 

Sloane,  June  1938”  550.00  625.00 

“Facimile”  ovpt,  21  Newspapers,  4 Dept  of  State,  Unused  stamps, 

ea  w/ovpt,  few  w/small  faults,  Aver-VF  “as  is” 8.00 

PROOFS 

#2TC,  10c  1847  Issue,  Orange  Plate  on  India,  HR,  small  faults, 

appears  VF  150.00  85.00 

#2TC,  10c  1847  Issue,  Brown  Plate  on  India,  LH,  small  faults, 

appears  F-VF  150.00  85.00 

#3-4P,  5c  Red  Brown,  10c  Black  1847  (2),  Plate  card,  F-VF 140.00  180.00 

#3P,  5c  Red  Brown  1875,  small  die,  faults,  appears  F-VF 130.00  105.00 

#4P,  10c  Black  1875,  Small  Die  mounted  on  card,  tiny  faults,  ap- 
pears VF 130.00  105.00 

#40-7P,  lc/90c,  1857-60  Issue  (8),  Plate  Card,  Aver-VF 192.50  240.00 

#63,  65,  68-9,  71-2,  78P,  lc/90c  1861  Issue  (7),  Plate  card,  mostly 

VF  144.50  210.00 

#70P,  24c  Red  Lilac  1861,  Plate  card,  VF 40.00  100.00 

#73,  76,  77P,  2c/15c  1861-6  Issues  (3),  Plate  Card,  VF 55.00  115.00 

#73P,  2c  Black  Jack,  Plate  India  Blk  (4),  NH,  Superb  350.00  1050.00 

#112-17,  20-22,  29P,  lc-90c  1869  Issues  (10),  Plate  card,  VF 295.00  500.00 

#112P-122P,  lc-90c  1869  Issue  (10),  Set  Large  Die  Proofs, 

62x74mm,  die  sunk  & mounted  on  cards  150x230mm,  one  of 
the  few  existing  complete  hybrid  sets  from  the  Presentation 
Booklet,  NH,  121P,  122P  w/small  UL  corner  crease,  VF,  Im- 
maculate & Gorgeous!  Extremely  Rare  (A  similar  set  realized 

$8,000  in  our  “Elite”  Auction)  6900.00  5000.00 

#149P,  7c  Vermilion  1870,  Large  Die  mounted  on  card,  slight  sur- 
face scrapes  at  LR  (clear  of  design),  VF 200.00  150.00 

#162P,  12c  Blackish  Violet  1873,  Blk  (4),  Plate  on  India,  small 

piece  missing  LR  stamp,  o/w  VF 100.00  72.50 

#208P,  6c  Rose  1881,  Small  die,  VF-Superb  75.00  110.00 

#209P,  10c  Brown  1881,  Small  die,  LH,  VF-Superb 75.00  110.00 

#222P,  4c  Lincoln  1890,  Blk  (16),  Plate  Card,  HR,  Superb 220.00  260.00 

#223P,  5c  Grant  1890,  Blk  (16),  Plate  Card,  HR,  Superb 220.00  260.00 

#224P,  6c  Garfield  1890,  Blk  (16),  Plate  Card,  HR,  Superb 220.00  280.00 

#224TC,  6c  1890  Issue,  Bot  Margin  PI#  Pair,  Dark  Black  Purple 

on  wove,  OG,  NH,  bit  toned,  VF-Superb 150.00-1-  140.00 

#224TC,  6c  1890  Issue,  Bot  Margin  Pair  w/Part  Impt,  Brown  on 

wove,  bit  dist  OG,  HR,  VF-Superb  150.00+  140.00 

#224TC,  6c  1890  Issue,  Bot  Margin  Pair  w/Part  Impt,  Orange  on 

wove,  bit  dist  OG,  NH,  VF-Superb  150.00+  140.00 

#E1-3P,  L01-2P,  Spec  Del,  Locals  (5),  Plate  card,  VF 75.00  150.00 

#J15-21P,  lc-50c  Dues  (7),  Plate  Card,  w/original  envelope,  NH, 

VF  45.00  100.00 

#01P-093P,  ic-$26  Officials  Complete  (92),  Plate  Card,  w/worn 
set  original  envelopes,  068-71P  bit  toned,  07 IP  thin,  mostly 
VF  ..  512.25  440.00 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  133 


31 


#025TC,  Ic  Justice,  Dull  Red  Goodall  Small  Die  on  India,  NH, 

Almost  VF  40,00  46.00 

FIPEX  Official  Label,  Violet  Die  proof  countersunk  on  card,  ABN 

Co,  Autographed  by  designer  Franc  Ritter 28.00 


(To  be  continued) 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  Nov.  16-18,  1976 

Dispersal  of  the  A.  P.  Bantham  collection  of  drawings,  essays  and  proofs  of 
Ferdinand  Schirnbock  of  Vienna  (see  EPJ  No.  131),  master  engraver  for  the 
Staatsdruckerei  for  the  first  30  years  of  the  20th  century.  The  collection,  broken 
down  into  158  lots,  created  considerable  interest  with  heavy  mail  bidding  com- 
peting against  strong  room  bidding,  particularly  for  the  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina 
issues.  A group  of  13  hand-drawn  borders  for  the  1906  pictorials  made  $1300;  a 
set  of  16  die  proofs,  $600;  and  a set  of  imperforate  sheets,  $675.  The  total  was 
$17,900. 


Syngraphica  at  Auction 

Wm.  P.  Donlon,  Utica,  N.Y.  Mail  bid  sale  of  Nov.  10,  1976 

UNCUT  PROOFS  SHEETS  OF  OBSOLETE  NOTES 


THE  IRVING  BANK.  Uncut  sheet  of  4 Proof  One  Dollar  notes,  and 
uncut  Pair  of  $50.  and  $100  notes.  Border  stains  on  the  latter. 

Six  Proof  notes  on  cards.  Adhesive  evidence  on  back  of  previous 

mounting  225.00  300,00 

THE  IRVING  BANK.  Uncut  sheet.  Three  $10.,  one  $20.  4 Proof  notes 

on  card.  Adhesive  marks  on  back  as  above 175.00  200.00 

TRADESMEN’S  BANK.  Uncut  perfect  sheet  $1.,  $2.,  $5.,  $10.  notes. 

Issued  by  Greene  County  Bank  with  promise  to  pay  at  Trades- 
men’s Bank.  Sheet  of  four  proof  notes 250.00  225.00 

TRADESMEN’S  BANK.  Uncut  perfect  sheet  of  4 Proof  notes,  re- 
print in  blue  on  card.  $1.,  $2.,  $5.,  and  $10 150  90.00 

THE  OCEAN  BANK.  Uncut  sheet  of  3 $10.  and  1 $20.  proofs  on  card. 

Some  border  stains.  Four  uncut  notes.  Adhesive  marks  on  back  175.00  170.00 

THE  CHATHAM  BANK.  Uncut  Pair.  $50.  & $100.  notes,  mounted. 

Adhesive  marks  on  back.  Sepia  of  Eagle  on  Shield  as  shown  on 

$100.  note,  included 125.00  175.00 


SINGLE  PROOF  NOTES  OF  PRIVATE  BANK  ISSUES 


Black  and  white  designs.  Unsigned  and  perforated.  Very  Rare.  Listed  without 
estimates. 


$5.  BANK  OF  BINGHAMTON,  N.Y.  Design,  locomotive  and  cars 90.00 

$2.  BANK  OF  COOPERSTOWN.  Two  $1.  coins  shown,  dated  1852 65.00 

$3.  BANK  OF  COOPERSTOWN 70.00 

$5.  BANK  OF  COOPERSTOWN.  Five  $1.  coins,  1852,  Washington  at  left.  . . . 70.00 

$10.  BANK  OF  COOPERSTOWN.  Two  maidens  representing  Prosperity  and 

Liberty 60.00 


All  Proof  Notes  are  perfect  condition.  Printed  by  Rawden,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson, 
New  York. 


ODDITIES  COLLECTED  BY  THE  LATE  ROBERT  FRIEDBERG 

$100.  BOSTON,  MASS.  First  National  Bank.  Alleged  Proof  note  of  Original 
Series.  Face  only,  shown  on  front  cover  of  one  of  Donlon’s  Mail  Bid  sale 
catalogs,  and  withdrawn  because  catalog  did  not  describe  the  item  cor- 
rectly. Proof  notes  are  known  to  have  been  printed  from  counterfeit 
plates.  This  may  be  one.  It  is  identical  with  illustrations  which  have 
appeared  in  catalogs  or  other  publications.  It  is  offered  without  estimate. 

When  first  offered,  and  withdrawn,  the  estimate  was  $1200 225.00 

$100.  Original  Series,  back  design  only.  This  Proof  was  also  withdrawn  from 
a previous  sale  because  of  known  counterfeits.  It  is  believed  to  be  a 
genuine  Proof.  Uniface,  and  of  course  not  negotiable  as  was  the  first  note 
described  above.  When  previously  offered  the  estimate  was  $1200 225.00 
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Thirty <^TMrdI  Ammiial  Meeting  of 
The  Essay^Proof  Society,  1976 

President  Jackson  called  the  meeting:  to  order  at  8 :oo  P.IM.  on  Nov.  lo,  1976  at  the  Collectors  Club, 
New  York,  N.  Y.  At  his  direction  the  Secretary  read  the  Call  for  the  Aleeting. 

After  a few  opening  remarks  the  President  appointed  a Credentials  Committee,  whereupon  the  meeting 
was  declared  open  for  business. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  read  the  minutes  of  the  1975  Meeting.  Upon  motion  duly  made  and 
carried  these  minutes  were  accepted  as  reported  in  The  Essay-Proof  Journal,  Whole  No.  128,  page  188. 

The  President  appointed  a Nominating  Committee,  David  McGuire  Chairman,  to  nominate  candidates 
for  the  expired  term  of  the  officers. 

The  reports  of  the  various  officers  were  read.  On  motion  duly  made  and  carried  these  were  accepted 
with  thanks. 

The  Nominating  Committee  presented  the  following  slate  for  the  term  expiring  June  30,  1979: 

Glenn  E.  Jackson,  Falk  Finkelburg,  Vincent  G.  Greene,  and  Lynne  S.  Warm.  Also  David  McGuire 
for  the  term  ending  1977. 

After  asking  if  there  were  any  further  nominations  from  the  floor  and  having  heard  none,  the  President 
declared  the  nominations  closed.  On  motion  duly  made  and  carried,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  cast  a 
single  ballot  for  the  nominees.  Thereupon  they  were  declared  elected. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  directors  consider  an  increase  in  dues  for  the  year  1977-78,  as  all  expenses 
of  the  Society  have  increased.  The  price  of  back  issues  of  the  Journ.al  was  set  at  $3.00  each. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Report  of  tlie  President 

America’s  Bicentennial  year  is  being  and  has  been  duly  observed  by  The  Essay-Proof  Society.  We 
were  represented  at  INTERPHIL  76  in  many  ways.  The  Society  shared  a booth  with  the  Bureau  Issues 
Association,  and  we  found  them  to  be  a very  congenial  and  enjoyable  group.  Falk  Finkelburg  and  I 
shared  the  staffing  of  our  part  of  the  booth.  It  was  a pleasure  to  meet  so  many  of  our  members  there. 

Rather  than  enumerate  all  the  activities,  honors  and  awards  to  members  of  the  Society,  I refer  you 
to  our  Editor’s  account  of  “The  Essay-Proof  Society  at  Interphil  76”  beginning  on  Page  106  of  Journal 
No.  130. 

Our  membership  has  increased  from  391,  with  32  non-member  subscribers,  to  453  and  37  respectively. 
This  gain  would  have  been  impossible  if  it  were  not  for  the  time  and  work  of  many  individuals.  The 
amendment  allowing  us  to  increase  the  number  of  directors  from  12  to  i>  passed  by  a vote  of  89  to  4. 
My  thanks  to  all  members  who  took  the  trouble  to  reply  to  the  ballot. 

Special  thanks  to  our  Editor,  Barbara  Mueller,  who  with  her  superior  talents,  goes  far  beyond  the 
regular  line  of  duty;  to  Falk  Finkelburg  and  Rudy  Wunderlich  for  the  energies  spent  on  revising  the 
handbook  of  U.  S.  stamp  essays;  to  Ken  Minuse  who  for  almost  17  years  has  had  a full-time  job  as 
Secretary;  to  Robert  Stone  for  his  never-ending  supply  of  excellent  articles  for  the  Journal;  and  to  the 
Collectors  Club  for  supplying  us  with  a “home.” 

PI  ease  remember:  Barbara  cannot  have  the  Joltrnal  printed  if  she  is  not  supplied  with  material. 
If  you  have  an  idea,  she  will  be  glad  to  help  you  polish  it  up  for  publication. 

Glenn  E.  J.ackson,  President 

Report  of  tlie  Editor 

This  past  year  has  been  one  of  frustration,  challenge  and  elation.  .As  of  this  writing — October  6 — 
we  have  not  yet  caught  up  on  our  publication  schedule.  No.  128,  the  final  issue  of  i97^>  A’A  reach 

most  members  until  early  1976  because  of  the  difficulties  in  initiating  the  Brazer  catalog  revision.  (The 
problems  have  now  been  nearly  eliminated,  and  the  feature  is  running  smoothly,  thanks  to  Falk  Finkcl- 
burg.)  Then  No.  129  was  held  back  to  coincide  with  INTERPHIL.  It  was  a special,  64-page  issue 
with  a two-color  cover.  No.  130,  ostensibly  the  “spring”  issue,  has  only  recently  been  distributed.  .At 
this  moment  I am  awaiting  the  overdue  galley  proof  of  the  copy  for  No.  13L  ‘summer’  issue,  and 

as  soon  as  it  arrives,  I will  compile  the  dummy  and  return  it  to  Federalshurg  immediately  for  printing. 
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Although  there  is  enough  material  on  hand  today  for  No.  132,  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  this  final  issue 
of  1076  will  appear  much  before  year's  end. 

I realize  that  1976  has  been  a difficult  one  for  our  officers  and  I wish  to  thank  all  who  helped 
make  my  job  easier,  as  well  as  Adrien  Boutrelle,  our  photographer.  Thanks  to  their  efforts,  we  are 
growing  at  a gratifying  rate  and  the  Journal  continues  to  present  varied  philatelic  and  syngraphic  fare. 

As  usual,  I send  out  a call  for  articles  on  both  fields,  particularly  U.  S.  philatelic  and  anything  in 
the  paper  money  line.  Response  to  Dave  McGuire’s  Question  & Answer  column  is  picking  up,  and  he 
is  doing  an  e.xcellent  job  with  it.  But  to  hold  our  new'  members  we  need  to  maintain  an  on-time  publica- 
tion schedule  of  a magazine  packed  with  useful  information.  Every  member  should  pitch  in  and  help 
keep  El’J  the  respected  periodical  it  has  always  been. 

B.‘\rbar.a  R.  Mueller,  Editor 

Report  of  the  Treasurer 

Shown  below  is  the  balance  sheet  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  Inc.  as  at  June  30,  1976  together 
with  a statement  of  operations  for  the  twelve  months  then  ended. 

THE  ESSAY-PROOF  SOCIETY,  INC. 

Balance  Sheet 
As  At  June  30,  1976 

ASSETS: 

Cash  in  banks : 

Citibank,  N.Y.  . 

New  York  Bank  For  Savings 

Fund  for  the  publication  of  Handbook  of  U.S.  Essays  and  Proofs,  donation  of 


Rudolf  G.  Wunderlich,  on  deposit  in  Central  Savings  Bank,  N.Y.  1,346.73 

Total  assets  $5,098.40 

LIABILITIES  AND  SURPLUS: 

Accounts  payable  $1,445.15 

Total  liabilities  $1,445.15 

Surplus  3.653-25 

Total  liabilities  and  surplus  $5,098.40 


Statement  of  Operations 
For  the  Year  Ended  June  30,  1976 

INCO.ME: 

Membership  dues  

Subscriptions  

Advertising  

Journal  sales  

Sample  sheet  sales  

Interest  on  savings  accounts  

Contributions  


$3,784.00 

1 18.00 

77.50 
796.18 

47.50 

237-51 

890.00 


$ 231.83 

3.519-84  $3,751-67 


Total  income  $5,950.69 

EXPENSE : 

Cost  of  printing  the  Journal  $5,567.26 

Editorial  expense  650.00 

Sample  sheet  expense  22.50 

Society  postage  and  stationery  268.98 

Convention  and  miscellaneous  324-00 


Total  expense 


6,832.74 


Loss  from  operations 
add:  Surplus,  July  i,  1975 


$(882.05) 

4,535-30 
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The  expenses  of  the  Society  exceed  its  income  for  the  fiscal  year  by  almost  $900.  Greatly  increased 
costs  of  printing  and  postage  were  the  main  cause  of  the  year’s  deficit.  But  this  loss  was  reduced  by  the 
extremely  heartening  contributions  of  forty-one  members.  Mr.  Rudolf  Wunderlich  added  the  sum  of 
$500  to  the  Handbook  Fund,  a project  of  much  importance  to  our  Society:  this  was  in  addition  to  his 
gift  of  $100  to  the  general  funds.  Contributions  were  received  from: 


Daniel  M.  Bagby  $15.00 

Steven  C.  Berlin  5.00 

Adrien  Boutrelle  5.00 

C.  J.  Bush  5.00 

Fred  L.  Caposella  5.00 

Elliott  Coulter  10.00 

Warren  H.  Crain  10.00 

J.  C.  M.  Cryer  15.00 

J.  Leonard  Diamond  10.00 

Rae  D.  Ehrenberg  5.00 

Mark  Essner  15.00 

Falk  Finkelburg  5.00 

L.  Gerald  Firth  10.00 

Howard  S.  Friedman  5.00 

Charles  N.  Gish  5.00 

Vincent  G.  Greene  10.00 

Irwin  N.  Griswold  15.00 

Julian  F.  Gros  10.00 

Joseph  D.  Hahn  5.00 

Robert  K.  Holton  5.00 

Arthur  I.  Kessler  10.00 


Philip  Little,  Jr.  5.00 

Ethel  B.  McCoy  10.00 

David  E.  McGuire  10.00 

Jack  E.  Molesworth,  Inc.  10.00 

Barbara  R.  Mueller  10.00 

William  Patterson  10.00 

J.  Roy  Pennell,  Jr.  15.00 

Robert  H.  Pratt  15.00 

Romeo  J.  Routhier  5.00 

Fred  P.  Schueren  15.00 

Carlton  Schwan  5.00 

Allison  D.  Shumsky 10.00 

C.  Dewar  Simons  5.00 

Richard  G.  Taylor  50.00 

David  Torres  5.00 

Robert  A.  Vance  5.00 

Clinton  B.  Vanderbilt  5.00 

Charles  R.  West  5.00 

Virgil  Winkler  15.00 

Rudolf  G.  Wunderlich  600.00 


Donors  may  deduct  contributions  to  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  Inc.  as  provided  by  Section  170  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  Code.  Bequests,  legacies,  devises,  transfers,  or  gifts  to  the  Society  for  its  use  are 
deductible  for  Federal  Income,  estate,  and  gift  tax  purposes  under  Sections  2055,  2106,  and  2522  of 
the  Code. 

Ernest  C.  Wilkens,  Treasurer 


Report  of  tlie  Membership  Secretary 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  our  membership  continues  to  grow.  The  membership  of  our  Society 
now  stands  at  453  members  and  37  non-member  subscribers. 


We  have  the  following  members  to  thank  for  this  increase: 


Larry  Adams  i 

J.  Leonard  Diamond  i 

Mark  Essner  i 

Falk  Finkelburg  6 

Dr.  Howard  S.  Friedman  i 

Dr.  Glenn  E.  Jackson  ii 

Kenneth  Mlnuse  13 


Sales  of  back  issues  continue,  although  an 
the  year  totaled  $796.18. 


Jack  E.  Molesworth  i 

Russell  Richmond  i 

Richard  G.  Taylor  9 

Lynne  S.  Warm  i 

Irv  Yollis  2 

Membership  Secretary  i 


Increasing  number  of  issues  are  now  sold  out.  Sales  for 


The  position  of  Membership  Secretary  was  created  this  year.  I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Kenneth  Minuse, 
our  Corporate  Secretary,  for  his  help  and  guidance  through  the  transition  period.  I also  thank  our 
President,  Dr.  Glenn  E.  Jackson,  and  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Ernest  Wilkens,  for  their  assistance  during  the 
interim  period. 


To  our  Editor,  Barbara  Mueller,  we  collectively  owe  our  appreciation  for  her  interest  and  efforts 
on  behalf  of  our  Society.  I would  like  to  add  my  personal  thanks  to  her  for  her  assistance  and 
encouragement. 


David  E.  McGuire,  Membership  Secretary 
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Secretary’s  Report 

By  David  E.  McG  UIRE,  Membership  Secretary 
Box  189  Route  35,  Katonah,  New  York  10336 

Members  Admitted 

1461  Deal,  Dr.  George  E.,  6245  Park  Road,  McLean,  Va.  22101  (U.S.)  by  Kenneth  Miuuse 

1462  Smith,  Elmer  J.,  355  Wabash  St.,  Berne,  Ind.  46711  (Military  Payment  Certificates)  by  Dr. 

Glenn  E.  Jackson 

1463  Chandler,  George  M.,  II,  P.  O.  Box  20325,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46220  (Zeppelin  covers,  air- 

mail material,  proofs)  by  Richard  Taylor 

*464  Bender,  Walter  G.,  5312  Clarewood-2 iC,  Houston.  Texas  77081  (U.S.)  by  Falk  Finkelburg 

1465  E'irmbach,  Clifford  P.,  3223  Ravensworth  PL,  Alexandria,  Ya.  22302  (Stamps)  by  Bernard 

Baum 

1466  Dobres,  Sheldon,  4 Calypso  Court,  Baltimore,  Md.  21209  (U.S.)  by  Richard  D.  Warren 

1467  Glukenhous,  David  L.,  Box  31294,  Temple  Hills,  Md.  20031  (No  specialty  given)  by 

Kenneth  Minuse 

1468  Steinhart,  Allan  L.,  80  Grandravine  Dr.,  Apt.  915,  Downsview',  Ont.,  Canada  M3J  1B5 

(Canadian  Spec.  Del. -Medallion  Issue)  by  \^incent  G.  Greene 

Change  of  Address 

1370  Knapp,  Stephen  A.,  to  5447  So.  iiith  St.,  Hales  Corners,  Wisconsin  53130 

966  Ciereszko,  Leon  S.,  to  620  Parrington  Oval,  Univ.  of  Oklahoma,  Norman,  Okla.  73019 

1342  Lawson,  Arthur  M.,  to  P.O.  Box  29071,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78229 

1 1 12  Hatton,  William  S.,  to  401  East  89th  St.,  Apt.  lo-P,  New  York,  N.Y.  10028 

1361  Towle,  Ross,  to  401  Middletown  PL,  Norristown,  Pa.  19401 

1307  Reeves,  Edgar  L.,  to  1631  Mohawk  Trail,  Maitland,  Fla.  32751 

1218  Benfield,  William  R.,  to  2735  Lombardy  Rd.,  Memphis,  Tenn.  38111 

1248  McHenry,  Gordon,  to  P.O.  Box  14463,  Gainesville,  Fla.  32604 

1354  Farr,  Dr.  John  T.,  to  Office  of  the  Provost,  Univ.  of  Nebraska,  Omaha,  Nebr.  68101 

C81  Garner,  John  L.,  Jr.,  to  3840  Sunswept  Drive,  No.  Hollywood,  Calif.  91604 

1413  Thorsell,  Carl  W.,  Jr.,  to  2912  W.  67th  Terrace,  Shawnee  Mission,  Kans.  66208 

1384  Kranz,  John  F.,  to  Route  2,  Box  429-A,  Chico,  Calif.  95926 

1168  Parker,  C.  Angus,  to  Argyll  Etkin  Ltd.,  55  New  Bond  St.,  London  WiY  9DG  England 

1302  Frye,  Joe  F.,  to  P.O.  Box  22308,  Memphis,  Tenn.  38122 

1308  Buckwalter,  Dr.  Lawrence,  to  2708  Foxwood  Drive  So.,  Clifton  Park,  N.Y.  12065 

1421  Durand,  Roger  H.,  to  P.O.  Box  186,  Rehoboth,  Mass.  02769 

922  Hunter,  Cornell  C.,  to  188  No.  High  St.,  Chillicothe,  Ohio  45601 

1402  Baum,  Bernard,  to  loii  Arlington  Blvd.,  Apt.  W-922,  Arlington,  Va.  22209 

986  Pennell,  J.  Roy,  Jr.,  to  Box  858,  Anderson,  S.C.  29622 

1397  Kelly,  Don  C.,  to  P.O.  Box  85,  Oxford,  Ohio  45056 

1350  Higbee,  Everett  J.,  Jr.,  to  15  Vining  Lane,  Wilmington,  Del.  19807 

1351  Denison,  John  C.,  to  6420  So.  Shore  Dr.,  Whitehall,  Mich.  49461 

1209  Davis,  Richard  H.,  to  Boone  Ranch,  Darby,  Montana  59829 

1407  Hoffman,  Dr.  Daniel  R.,  to  1028  North  Alpine  Rd.,  Rockford,  111.  61107 

1212  Warm,  Lynne  S.,  to  3 Monkton  Waye,  Speen,  near  Aylesbury,  Bucks.,  HP17  ORZ  England 

1136  Cole,  Walter  D.,  to  P.O.  Box  166,  French  Gulch,  Calif.  96033 

1358  Lee,  James  Ernest,  to  2138  North  Bissel  St.,  Chicago,  111.  60614 

774  Cooper,  Lowell,  to  3827  So.  Memorial  Dr.,  New  Castle,  Ind.  47362 

951  Buckley,  Leonard,  to  28309  Honeysuckle  Dr.,  Damascus,  Md.  20750 

1377  Berlin,  Dr.  Steven  J.,  to  12407  Dover  Rd.,  Reisterstown,  Md.  21136 

1279  Bernstein,  Robert  S.,  to  P.O.  Box  224,  Somerville,  Mass.  02143 

1396  Zawadski,  Jan,  to  51 1 Cherry  Hill  Rd..  Princeton,  N.J.  08540 

1438  Aluscalus,  John  A.,  to  P.O.  Box  187,  Bridgeport,  Pa.  19405 

1170  Faries,  Belmont,  to  11713  Chapel  Rd.,  Clifton,  \'a.  22024 

616  Winkler,  \'irgil,  to  Apartado  80537,  Prados  del  Este,  Caracas  108,  \'enezuela,  S.A. 


Resignations 


1419 

Berner,  Ron  V, 

1393 

Toly,  Martin  H.,  Jr. 

887 

Pollitz,  W.  T. 

764 

Brodie,  Scott 

1 1 6 1 

Turner,  James 

C22 

Colby,  Sylvester 

1227 

Dalquist,  Dr.  Donald  F. 

1321 

Dodge,  John  A. 

1280 

Blackman,  Orrin  C. 

797 

Chalmers,  Mrs.  Ethel  A. 

1320 

Maurer,  Capt.  Richard  C. 

1 266 

Faulhaber,  Robert  E. 

1428 

Walker,  Charles  W. 

1403 

Weiss,  Robert 

1 300 

Prisco,  Louis  C. 

989 

Matthews,  Thomas  A. 
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Dropped  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues 


129  I 

Shififman,  Dr.  Melvin  A. 

1297 

Micoine,  Airs.  Colette 

1237 

Duplex,  James  W. 

1330 

Hooper,  John  W. 

1316 

Simmonds,  W.  E. 

1253 

Brandefine,  Frank 

1373 

Mackal,  Roy  P. 

1137 

Goldstein,  Dr.  Howard  B 

856 

Sprague,  Gordon 

1179 

Lapidus,  Leo 

1379 

Kern,  James 

1329 

Bird,  James  C. 

1 366 

Eisenberg,  Jay  Lynn 

1322 

Cox,  Keeler 

Members  Deceased 

c 

C27 

Bantham,  Albert  P, 

0 

C^ 

Chemi,  James  AI. 

C76 

Bush,  C.  J. 

1132 

Risueno,  Alanuel 

I4I 

449 

Little,  Philip,  Jr. 

Juhring,  John  C. 

1 171 

Shonaker,  Frank  A. 

Enumeration  of  Membership 


Number  reported  in  Joubnal  #132  453 

Gains  8 

Losses  37 

Net  Membership  424 

Non-Member  Subscribers  37 


IDuies  Increase 

Pursuant  to  action  by  the  Directors  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  dues  will  be 
increased  to  $12.50  per  annum  effective  July  i,  1977. 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 


Member  Suffers  Tbeft  of  Collection 

Robert  S.  Bernstein,  EPS  1279,  has  reported  the  robbery  of  much  of  his  collection, 
including  essay-proof  material,  on  Oct.  15,  1976.  The  items  consisted  of  20  three-ring 
binders  of  Japan,  Israel  and  U.  S.;  also  two  binders  with  more  than  400  U.  S.  essays 
from  iXaEb  through  PRyaEb,  many  colors  and  paper  varieties,  and  especially  82E-B 
pair  with  paper  crease,  also  as  in  Brazer.  Additionally,  in  the  proof  collection  was 
9X1P-245P  complete  on  card,  plus  367P1  large  die  proof  which  is  a presentation  sheet 
signed  by  Postmaster  Von  Meyer  and  given  to  the  widow  of  Augustine  St.  Gaudens. 
A mirror  immage  of  the  presentation  letter  has  transferred  to  the  back  of  the  sheet. 

Mr.  Bernstein  offers  a substantial  award  for  assistance  in  recovering  his  collection. 
His  mailing  address  is  P.  O.  Box  224,  Somerville,  MA  02143  and  his  telephone  number, 
617-623-9777. 
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ESSAYS 


For 


U.  S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps 

By  Clarence  W.  Brazer 


Revised  By  Falk  PAnkelburg 


IMPORTANT-.PLEASE  READ! 

Procedures  for  Amending  These  Listings 

All  correspondence  about,  additions,  corrections  and  objections  to  the  following 
listings  should  be  directed  to  P^alk  Finkelburg,  Box  237,  Coram,  NY  11727,  the 
compiler,  not  to  the  editor  of  this  magazine. 

These  serialized  listings  are  to  be  regarded  as  preliminary  to  the  final  catalog 
in  book  form.  In  order  to  make  the  latter  as  accurate  and  useful  as  possible, 
responsible  comments  and  assistance  are  welcomed  by  Mr.  Finkelburg. 


1867  Essays 


89E 

By  John  M.  Sturgeon  of  New  York. 
Pat.  Oct.  23,  1867  & June  23,  1868. 
Essayed  Nov.  21,  1867  to  P.  O.  D.  Patent 
No.  79,  157 

89E.  TEN  CENTS. 

A self-cancelling  patent.  Patent 
consists  of  printing  CANCELLED 
in  a colorless  sensitive  ink  which 
becomes  visible  when  wet,  as  to  re- 
move from  envelope. 


by  Sturgeon 

a.  Clearly  engraved  and  not  can- 
celled, both  labels  clearly  blank. 
On  stiff  cardboard  printed  on  back, 
cut  close;  (scarce) 

dark  carmine 

b.  Same  on  wave  paper,  rough  im- 
pression, “CANCELLED”  diagonal- 
ly each  way; 

dark  carmine 

c.  With  two  lines  in  upper  label  and 
one  line  in  lower  label.  Rough  im- 
pression 21x25.75  mm.  on  thick 
white  or  tinted  paper,  gummed; 

carmine 
dark  carmine 
very  dark  carmine 
green 

dark  green 
dull  red-violet 

d.  Same  on  pinkish; 

dark  green 
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e.  Same  cancelled  U.S.R.  as  essayed 
for  a revenue  stamp; 

dull  dark  carmine 
dull  red  violet 

f.  Same  but  with  two  lines  in  upper 
and  lower  labels; 

dull  dark  carmine 


89Ega 

g.  Same  as  f.  overprinted  with  a 
safety  network  design,  uncancelled; 

a.  Single  centered  in  strip  6"  long; 

dark  carmine 

b.  in  strip  of  five  10  mm.  apart; 

dark  carmine 
dark  purple 
black 

h.  Same  on  blue  card  overprinted  in 
oval  seal  “BRITISH  CONSULATE” 
and  “V.  B.”  in  center;  (rare) 

black 


1867  Essays  by 
Americam  Bank  Note  Co. 


Probably  Submitted  by  Charles  Steel. 

April  20,  1867. 

79E-A.  TWO  OR  THREE  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  18x21  mm. 

a.  Engraved  plate  impression,  imper- 
forate or  thick  yellowish  wove 
paper.  ^Seen  in  upper  left  corner 
blocks  of  four;  (rare) 

rose-scarlet 

blue-green 

b.  Same  on  stamp  paper  perforated 
12,  gummed;  (scarce) 

black 

rose-scarlet 

blue-green 

blue 


79E-B 


79E-B.  NO  VALUE. 

Size  of  design  20x26  mm. 

Vertical  color  lines  outside  design 
to  24x28  mm. 

Lithographed  die  impression  on 
white  paper;  (rare) 

dull  violet 

blue  on  bluish  paper 


79E-A 
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1867  Essays  by 
National  IBank  Note  Co, 


79E-Ca 


79E-C.  ESSAYS  OF  GRILLS. 

Patented  by  Charles  F.  Steel. 

Experimental.  Alexander  Dukes 
— grill  operator. 

a.  Wove  paper,  impressed  by  4 seals 
in  different  forms,  with  crossed 
lines  and  square  dots  down;  cir- 
cles are  11  or  12  mm.  in  diameter; 
there  is  written  on  paper  “First  ex- 
periments of  grill  Chas.  F.  Steel.” 
On  white  wove  paper  80x140  mm. 
Three  known. 


79E-Cb 


b.  Experimental  grills  in  odd  shapes 
on  white  wove  paper  about  20x25 
mm.;  (rare) 

1.  cross 

2.  star  in  square 

3.  horizontal  lined  oval  in  square 

4.  diagonal  lined  oval  in  square 


79E-CC 

c.  White  wove  paper  gummed,  with 
15  mm.  circle  grilled  with  points 
down  and  surrounded  with  24  per- 
forated holes;  (rare) 

white  paper 
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79E-Cd 


d.  White  quadrille  baton  watermark 
paper  with  12  mm.  diameter  grilled 
circle  points  down  and  roughly 
grilled  figure  3 below;  (rare) 

carmine 


79E-Ce 

e.  Colorless  embossed  12  mm.  circular 
grill  as  in  d.  on  tan  paper  points 
down,  perf.  12;  (scarce) 

f.  Same  on  yellow  paper;  (scarce) 

g.  Same  on  white  paper,  block  of  six 
with  notation  in  selvage  “Subject 
to  a half  hour  pressure  after  em- 
bossing”; (scarce) 

h.  Colorless  embossed  15  mm.  circular 
grill  points  down  on  white  paper, 
perf.  12;  (rare) 


79E-Ci 

i.  White  wove  paper  about  55x30  mm. 
grilled  all-over  points  down  and 
stamped  with  red  numbers  in  6 
digits;  (rare) 

white 


79E-Cj 


j.  Wove  paper  about  85x40  mm.  gum- 
med, A.  grilled  all-over  points  up 
as  adopted;  (scarce) 

white 
pale  pink 
salmon 
light  yellow 
light  gray-green 
light  blue 
pale  lilac 
light  gray 


79E-Ck 
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k.  All-over  grill  of  small  squares 
points  down.  The  points  do  not 
break  thru  the  paper  as  on  Scott’s 
No.  79  stamp; 

No.  65,  1861 — 3c  rose  stamp 
No.  66,  1861 — 3c  lake  stamp  im- 
perforate 

l.  Same  as  g.  with  points  up,  imper- 
forate, gummed;  (scarce)  No.  66, 
1861,  3c  lake 

m.  Same  as  g.  but  points  up,  perf.  12, 
gummed;  (scarce) 

black 

rose 

n.  Same  as  ga.  with  points  up,  im- 
perforate, gummed;  (scarce) 

rose  (Scott’s  79a) 
lake  (Scott’s  66a) 


79E-CO 

o.  Irregular  all-over  pin-point  grill 
with  points  up.  So-called  “MUSIC 
BOX  GRILL”;  (scarce) 

1861 — 3c  rose  stamp  from  Plates 
11,  34  and  52. 

p.  Same  with  pin-points  down; 
(scarce) 

1861 — 3c  rose  stamp  from  Plate 
II. 

q.  Wove  paper,  size  of  stamp,  gum- 
med perforated  12,  grill  15x16. 
(scarce) 

white 

r.  Same  as  k.  with  points  up,  imper- 
forate, gummed;  No.  66,  3c  lake 
1861.  (scarce) 

s.  Same  as  k.  but  points  up,  perf.  12, 
gummed;  (scarce) 

black 

rose 


t.  Wove  paper  size  of  stamp,  gummed 
perforated  12,  C.  grill  13x16  points 
down;  (scarce) 

yellowish 

pinkish 

a.  Same,  points  up; 
white 

V.  Same,  grill  11x13;  points  up 
white 

X.  Same,  grill  11x13  points  down 


79E-Cy 

y.  Size  of  stamp,  partly  gummed, 
perforated  12,  Z.  grill  11x14  mm. 
points  down;  (scarce) 

white 
salmon 
yellow 
greenish 
dull  violet 
pale  lilac 


79E-CZ 


z.  Same  in  sheet  of  stamp  paper  im- 
perforate, gummed; 

white 
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1867  Essays  by 

Coetmental  Bank  Note 
Co. 


79E-Cza.  1874 

White  , wove  paper  about  6"x9" 
with  7x9.5  mm.  grill  spaced  all- 
over  to  centers  of  stamps  in  a 
sheet. 

1.  With  continuous  marginal  grill 
at  left,  has  written  in  ink  at 
lower  part  “Chas.  F.  Steel — 
Sample  of  Grill  used  by  Conti- 
nental Bank  Note  Co.  in  1874. 
Alexander  Reid.  J.  K.  Myers.” 

2.  Without  continuous  marginal 
grill  and  inscribed  only  “Grill 
of  Continental  Bank  Note  Co. 
Chas.  F.  Steel.” 

3.  Same  with  continuous  marginal 
grill  at  right. 

4.  On  soft  cardboard,  six  grills. 

5.  Another  piece  exists  with  addi- 
tional signature  of  “A.  D. 
Hazen.” 


79E-Czb 

Ozb. 

Wove  paper  size  of  stamp,  gum- 
med, perforated  12,  J.  grill  7x9.5 
mm.  squares  down  as  adopted  by 
Continental;  (scarce) 


1867  Essays  by 
Traftoe 


79E-D 


circa  1873? 

79E-D. 

Wilbur  I.  Trafton’s  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.  Improved  Safety  Postage 
Stamp,  for  prevention  of  tamper- 
ing. A coarse  grill  in  a circle  about 
15  mm.  in  diameter,  with  7 points 
up  in  11  mm.  applied  to  the  1873 
Ic  stamp  both  uncancelled  and  can- 
celled with  a circular  black  about 
18  mm.  diameter,  and  stuck  down 
on  a printed  advertisement  to 
which  are  also  attached  3 pieces  of 
the  same  labeled  “Security  impres- 
sion from  the  plates.” 

“Process  is  done  by  male  and  fe- 
male plates  containing  embossing 
squares,  or  round,  corresponding 
to  the  number  of  stamps  on  the 
sheet,  less  of  an  inch  of  the  mar- 
gin of  the  stamp  for  durability.” 
Operated  by  a hand  or  steam  press, 
“by  our  next  process  of  placing 
each  sheet  between  one  thickness 
of  bristol  board,  then  through 
steel  rollers  after  which  the  stamp 
comes  out  full  of  ink-feeders  ready 
to  absorb  into  its  vitals,  the  can- 
celling ink.” 

Possibly  these  nrinted  circulars 
(6x13  inches)  may  have  caused  the 
revival  of  Steel’s  Patent  grill  as 
used  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note 
Co.  Entire  advertisement;  (rare) 

black,  red  and  white  grilled 

papers  twice  repeated. 


white 
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1867  Essays  by  National  Bank  Note  Co. 


82E-Aa 


82E-A.  THREE  CENTS. 

Similar  to  illustration  on  Charles 
F.  Steel’s  Patent,  Oct.  12,  1867. 
Lithographed  and  grilled;  points 
down;  (rare) 

a.  Die  on  thick  white  paper,  gummed; 
(rare) 

black 
deep  pink 

b.  Same  with  circular  cancellation 
“Washington,  D.C.  Feb  21”; 

black 
deep  pink 


82E-AC 


c.  Same  with  points  up;  (rare) 

black 

d.  Same  with  points  down,  perfora- 
ted and  gummed;  (rare) 

black 

e.  Die  on  yellow  wove  oaper  gum- 
med, points  down;  (rare) 

black 

red 


f.  Same  on  orange  wove  paper;  (rare) 

black 

carmine 

g.  Same  on  yellow  laid  paper;  (rare) 

h.  With  numeral  hand  colored.  Points 
down,  (rare) 

dull  carmine 

i.  Frame  only,  no  grill,  on  grayish 
wove  paper  with  pencil  notation 
“McDonald  P.  O.  Dept.  Steel  Na- 
ture (?)”;  (rare) 

pale  orange-brown 


82E-Ba 


82E-B.  THREE  CENTS. 

a.  Embossed  shield — impression  13x14 
mm.  in  center  of  white  stamp 
paper  22x27  mm.,  perforated  12 
and  gummed;  (very  rare) 

albino 


( ■ t 

> i 


82E-Bb 

82E-Bb.  THREE  CENTS. 

Embossed  shield — impression  13x14 
mm.  in  center  of  stamp  paper 
22x27  mm.  perforated  12;  (rare) 

albino 
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82E-Ca 

82E-C.  THREE  CENTS. 

a.  Adjoining  and  20mm.  distant  is  a 
second  impression,  light.  The  same 
with  numeral  and  shield,  and  about 
the  same  distance,  is  a third  im- 
pression, similar  to  the  second  but 
much  lighter.  Engraved,  Die  No. 
1570.  Has  also  engraved  below  the 
three  Stamp  designs  “One  Thou- 
sand Dollars”  110  mm  long; 

green  (scarce) 

b.  Typographed  in  color.  On  white 
paper;  (scarce) 

blue-green 

dark  red-brown 

c.  Same  but  colored  and  colorless 
parts  interchanged  on  thick  paper; 

blue-green 

dark  red-brown  (scarce) 


82E-Cd 

d.  Same,  incomplete  design; 

blue-green 
dark  red-brown 


e.  Same  lithographed  on  white  paper; 

green  (scarce) 

f.  Same,  incomplete  design;  (scarce) 

green 


82E-Da 

82E-Da.  THREE  CENTS. 

Printed  in  color  on  ordinary  white 
paper,  with  vignette  cut  out  and 
mounted  on  pieces  of  thicker  paper, 
which  are  perforated  12.  The 
center  is  an  essay  for  a grill,  (rare) 

blue 

carmine 

82E-Db.  THREE  CENTS. 

Same  as  Da.  but  mounted  on  left 
of  strip  of  three  of  79E-Cf,  the 
two  right  essays  with  black  can- 
cellation; (rare) 

82E-DC. 

Same  design  on  thin  wove  paper, 
imperf.  gummed,  grilled  all-over 
diagonally;  (rare) 

blue 


82E-Dd 
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82E-Dd. 

Same  design,  six  horizontal  bars 
with  numeral  3 in  center  printed 
in  glossy  ink,  on  pink-lilac  paper; 
(rare) 

blue 


83E-A 


83E-A.  THREE  CENTS. 

Typographed  in  relief  for  surface 
printing.  Single  impression  light- 
ly block  sunk  63x62  mm.  in  color; 
the  design  has  a color  line  border 
21x26.5  mm.  inside  a colorless  rec- 
tangle 23x28.5  mm. 

a.  Die  impression  on  ivory  paper  64x 
75  mm.;  (rare) 

black 

b.  Same  die  on  India  paper;  (rare) 

dull  violet-red-red 

c.  On  stiff  white  card  59x54  mm., 
color  about  40  mm.  wide  not  ex- 
tending to  sides  of  card;  (rare) 

light  red  violet 

carmine 

blue 

d.  Washington  head  only  with  lines 
on  face  about  the  eye,  on  plain  col- 
or rectangle  17x21  mm.  printed 
thru  a mat  and  surrounded  by  col- 
orless rectangle  55x62  mm.  with 
vertical  color  bands  4.5  mm.  wide 
at  each  side  inside  a die  sinkage 
64x62  mm.  On  soft  cardboard; 
(rare) 

dim  blue-green  blue 
dim  orange-orange  red 

e.  Washington  head  only,  with  dots 
on  face  about  the  eye,  on  solid  col- 
or, 77x42  mm.  On  stiff  white  paper 
77x45  mm.  (rare) 


f.  India  paper  on  soft  white  card 
block  sunk  63x62  mm.  The  colored 
India  paper  is  generally  cut  away 
outside  colorless  rectangle,  23x28.5 
mm.  Design  heavily  embossed  and 
is  impressed  on  card  when  India 
paper  essay  is  removed. 

dull  violet-red,-red  with  solid 
color  margins  (rare) 

g.  Trimmed  to  shape; 

dark  carmine 
orange 
blue-green 
red-violet 

h.  Same  complete  design  sunk  on 
card  and  India  paper  cut  to  shape; 
(scarce) 

blue 

dull  green-blue 

Plate  typographed  on  white  wove 
paper  gummed,  imperforate.  Im- 
pression of  design  shows  on  back. 
Color  outside  design  generally  fills 
rectangle; 

dim  red 

dim  light  orange-red 
dim  blue-green 
dull  pale  blue 
dim  dark  blue 
dusky  violet-red 

Same  complete  design  on  glossy 
sticky  paper;  (scarce) 

deep  violet-red 

Same  on  pelure  paper;  perforated 
12,  gummed;  (rare) 

rose 

Same  grilled  all-over; 
dim  red 

Same  perforated  12,  gummed  and 
grilled  13x16  mm; 

gray-black 

(To  be  continued) 


dull  violet-red 
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IF  YOU  PLAN  TO  SELL: 

GET  THE  TOP  PRICE  FROM  COMPETITIVE  BIDDING— 
IN  THE  AUCTION  THAT  PROPERLY  PRESENTS  YOUR  SE- 
LECTED STAMPS  & SPECIALTIES  OR  AN  ENTIRE  COLLEC- 
TION. 

ONLY  SCHIFF  “ESPECIALLY  FOR  SPECIALISTS”  PUBLIC 
AUCTIONS  DESCRIBE  EACH  LOT  IN  INDIVIDUAL  SECTIONS. 
WE  CROUP  ESSAYS.  PROOFS,  SPECIMENS  & SIMILAR  ALLIED 
MATERIAL  AS  WELL  AS  THE  TRADITIONAL  MINT  & USED 
SINGLE  STAMPS.  ALL  TYPES  OF  POSTAL  HISTORY  COVERS. 
MAJOR  ERRORS  AND  ALL  OTHER  POPULAR  SPECIALTIES. 

EXPERIENCED  PROFESSIONAL  PHILATELISTS  ACCU- 
RATELY DESCRIBE  YOUR  STAMPS  AND  LOT  YOUR  COLLEC- 
TION TO  PROVIDE  THE  MAXIMUM  REALIZATION.  OUR 
COMMISSION  IS  ONLY  20%  OF  THE  PRICE  REALIZED  AND 
THERE  ARE  NO  LOTTING  CHARGES. 

WE  WILL  TRAVEL  ANYWHERE  IN  THE  WORLD  FOR 
VALUABLE  PROPERTIES.  PRIVATE  TREATY  SALES  AND 
OUTRIGHT  PURCHASES  ARRANGED.  CONTACT  US  FOR 
MINIMUM  REQUIREMENTS  AND  DATES  AVAILABLE,  BE- 
FORE SHIPPING. 


Jacques!  C.  Jr.,  inc. 


536  West  lllth  Street,  New  York.  N.  Y.  10025 

Tel:  (212)  662-2777 


Licensed  & Bonded  Auctioneers 
Established  1947 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  in  your  field.  . . . 
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ROBSON  LOWE  LTD., 

Forthcoming  auctions  will  include 

ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 

of 


March 

9 Cyprus,  Gibraltar  and  Malta. 

1 0 China,  Siam 

1 1 Egypt 

31  Revenue  Stamps  of  the  World. 

April 

21  Great  Britain  Revenues  and  Postal  Stationery. 

28/29  Egypt  and  Sudan 
29/30  Palestine 

May 

10  Seychelles 

Subscription  rate  cards  for  all  our  auctions  gladly 
sent  on  request — and  remember 
with  auctions  held  regularly  In  all  the  World’s 
leading  philatelic  centers 

WE  SELL  YOUR  STAMPS 
WHERE  THEY  SELL  BEST 


ROBSON  LOWE  LTD., 


50  PALL  MALL, 

LONDON  SWIY  5]Z,  ENGLAND. 


Cables:  “Stamps  London  SWl”,  Telex:  915  410.  V.A.T.  No.  239/4486/31 


Rare  U.  S.  Proofs 

#11P3a  (3c  1851  on  rice  paper)  Block  of 
Four,  V.F.-)-,  usual  ink  brush  cancel,  Rare, 

esp.  sound,  Caf.  $1,000-[-  $950.00 

#13P2  (10c  1851  Small  Die)  Fine  & 

Sound,  very  elusive,  Cat.  $225  + 

200.00 

:ji26P3  (3c  1857  on  India)  Horiz.  Pair, 

just  Fine  (at  top)  to  Ex.  Fine  (other  3 

sides) , Rare,  Cat.  $400+  450.00 

36P3  (12c  1857  on  India)  V.F.  to  Superb 
Margins,  small  thin  1.  stamp.  Rare,  Cat. 

$400+  380.00 

43P5  (10c  1857  Reprint)  Horiz.  Pair,  Plate 
Proof  on  Stamp  Paper,  V.F.-S.  Margins, 
unnoticeable  small  thin  & light  creases, 

P.F.  Cert.,  Rare  & Unlisted  500.00 

#44P5  (12c  1857  Reprint)  Horiz.  Pair, 
Plate  Proof  on  Stamp  Paper,  Pos.  18-19, 
Ex.  Fine  appear.,  Full  O.C.,  tiny  thin  1 . 
stamp,  P.F.  Cert.,  Rare  & Unlisted  500.00 
#63 PI  (1c  1861  Large  Die)  off  card, 
1%"  X P/s".  V.F.-S.,  Cat.  $450+ 

400.00 

#68P1  (10c  1861  Large  Die)  On  Card, 

V.F.-S.  1 Vi"  X 1 Va",  Brilliant  Color,  Cat. 

$475+  400.00 

#72P2a  (90c  1861 — Pan.  Pac.  Small  Die) 
V.F.  appear.,  wee  thin  Gr  stain.  Very 
Rare — only  3 to  5 exist,  P.F.  Cert.,  Cat. 

$400  350.00 

it73P3  (2c  Jackson  on  India)  Block  4, 
with  Va"  corner  margins,  superb  appear., 
tiny  thin  1 stamp,  A Gem,  Cat.  $450  + + 

500.00 

#116P1  (10c  1869  Large  Die),  Very  Fine, 
1 Va"  X 1 reduced  size.  Rare,  Cat. 

$850  650.00 

#119P3  (15c  1869  on  India)  Horiz.  Strip 
of  4,  with  Full  Imprint  & Plate  No.  28, 
Ex.  Fine,  Rare,  Est.  Cat.  $650+  500.00 
#121  PI  (30c  1869  Urge  Die)  Full  Marg., 
Die  Sunk  on  Card  (3y4"  x 3%"),  with 
usual  punched  hole  at  bt.  center  of  die 
(not  in  card),  V.F.,  Rare,  Cat.  $950+ 

850.00 

#112-22P1  Var.  (1869  Comp.  Set)  Hy- 
brid Large  Dies,  die  sunk  on  cards  (SVi" 
X 4")  with  Cold  Gilt  Edges,  15c,  24c,  Cr 
90c  same  as  listed  in  Scott  for  $1,850, 
others  not  priced  as  Hybrids,  Mostly 
V.F.,  few  minor  age  stains,  90c  with 
small  facial  c scrape  unnoticeably  colored 
in.  Rare  & Beautiful,  Set  3500.00 

WHAT  ELSE  DO  YOU  NEED  IN  U.S. 

PROOFS  OR  ESSAYS? 

Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  References 
Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 

(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 

SPA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  APS 

CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  EPS 


OUR  NEXT  AUCTION 

To  be  held  on 

Saturday,  14th  May  1977  at  the 
Midland  Hotel,  Manchester 

Contains  interesting  material  FROM 
THE  WATERLOW  ARCHIVES  OF 
SOUTHERN  RHODESIA. 

Catalogues  available  @ $3.00  to  in- 
clude airmail  postage  (dollar  bills 
please) . 

BRIDCER  & KAY  LTD. 

86,  Strand  London  W.C.  2 

Tel.  01  836  2316 
Cables:  Bridkay,  London 

Established  1897 

Do  You  Receive  Our  Lists?? 


The  Essay-Proof  Society,  Inc. 

Publications  Available  to  Members: 

• Series  of  8 photographs  of  engraver’s 
sample  sheets,  $1.50  for  each  of  the 
8x10  black  and  white  reproductions. 

• Back  numbers  of  The  Essay-Proof  jour- 
nal— selected  issues  at  $3.00  each. 

(The  Finkelburg  revision  of  the  Brazer  cata- 
log of  essays  for  U.  S.  adhesive  stamps 
began  in  journal  No.  128.) 

All  correspondence  relating  to  these  publica- 
tions as  well  as  membership  information 
should  be  addressed  to: 

DAVID  E.  McCUIRE 
Membership  Secretary 
Box  189  Route  35 
Katonah,  NY  10536 


YOU’RE 

ON  IHE 

BIG  BOARD 

HARMERS 


Sell  throwj^h  Harmers  and  get 

Concise  and  Experienced  Auction 
P rogranuning, 

with  full  consideration  to  timing, 
competitive  auctions  and  philatelic 
attractions. 

Projessionally  Produced  Auction 
(.atalogiies, 

Taberallj^  illustrated;  produced  hy 
the  Publicity  Department  of 
1 1 ai  mers, 

/in  International  Clientele, 

based  on  the  three  mailing  lists  of 
II.  11,  llarrner,  liic,,  (New  York), 
11.  K.  Harrner  Ltd,  (London)  and 
IT.  IL  Hanner  Australia  Pty.,  Ltd.. 
(Sydney,  Australia),  brought  to- 
getlun'  over  decades  ol  service  and 
sal  is  I action. 

Extensive  World-Wide  Advertising, 

generous  at  all  times,  directed  lo  areas  of  parlicular  inteiest  relative  to  the  auction’s 
contents. 

7 o/i  Specialist  Describers, 

ivith  some  200  years  of  professional  philately  between  them. 

Pull  Insurance  at  all  Times, 

including  transit  insurance  and  “on  premises”  coverage. 

!' rce  . ! pprnisaLs  Lo  J endors, 

not  wishful  thinking,  but  factual. 

(inn  rati  teed  Minimum  Realizations, 

based  on  appraisal  figures  (for  a small  additional  charge). 

Id  ranee  Payments  on  Request,  Prompt  Settlements, 

up  lo  60%,  based  on  appraisal.  five  weeks  after  the  auction. 

And  All  These  Af  The  Normal  Recognized  Commission  Rates! 

We  have  an  excellent  descriptive  booklet  “Modern  Methods  of  Philatelic  Selling  ’ which  we 

will  be  happy  to  send  gratis, 

H.  R.  HARMER,  INC. 

Ihe  International  Stamp  Auctioneers 

6 WEST  48th  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10036 

Telephone:  (212)  757-4460  13  line:)  Cable:  Harmersale,  New  York 


